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In these last moments before the High 
Holidays it's breathtaking looking back 
on this past year to which we will soon 
say farewell. I mean that in every 
sense of the word. So much has oc-
curred over this year 5777.  So many 
transitions in our family, community 
and world. 
 
At Beth Ami this past year was a time 

of building on solid foundations and adding new staff and 
leadership. In addition to welcoming several wonderful 
people to our already competent and devoted board, led 
again this year by the uniquely gifted and talented Rose-
mary Watson, our community is blessed to have Jennifer 
Twitchell take over the direction of our religious 
school. One of the SCV’s top educators, Jennifer brings 
together her enthusiasm and passion for Judaism with 
her experience and pedagogic skills in an amazing com-
bination and already is making a tremendous impact. We 
thank our Cantor, Kenny Ellis, who continues working 
with our B’nai Mitzvah, and is excited to have even more 
time bringing in some exciting new special musical ser-
vices and his consistent warmth and humor to our Shab-
bat and holiday celebrations. Our Men’s Club is now be-
ing guided by Brian Block, who has taken the reins from 
Daniel Levine. We owe Daniel the deepest gratitude for 
his many years of leadership, and we miss him and the 
whole Levine family. We wish them well in their new 
home in Texas. As we transition in the Sisterhood from 
the many years of devoted leadership by Francine Van 
Scoyoc to Judith Stolnitz, we recognize how blessed we 
have all been by the many wonderful programs and over-
all support which our community has enjoyed led by the 
women in our midst. 

During the last year we have also added some important 
new programs, and during this coming year we will be 
adding several more. The many 12-Step support groups 
that use our facility have now been joined by the DBSA 
(Depression Bipolar Support Alliance), which has helped 
create the only regular meetings of their kind for mental 
health in our valley.  

They continue to grow in strength as they help so many 
in our community. Our own board member Lori Litel has 
recently established a once a month support group for 
parents of children with special needs, (please see the 
flyer inside this month’s newsletter.) 

Our teen group, Ignite@TBA is back in session after the 
summer and a new leadership group is working on an 
exciting schedule for the New Year. And for our teens 
we have also added a new Teen Torah group meeting 
the first Sunday of the month at 1:00 pm beginning in 
October. This new opportunity was established by the 
teens themselves, who wanted to continue to learn post
-B’nai Mitzvah. 

Our adult education continues to thrive with our Tues-
day morning Midrash discussion meeting at 9 am, and 
our weekly Torah portion discussion convening at 7 
pm. These groups are a world of mental and spiritual 
opportunities unto themselves, and a weekly pleasure 
for all who participate. Don’t worry about joining in at 
any time. Each person in our community has a voice 
that is an integral part of the harmony of Torah study. 

However, this is only just the beginning. This year each 
one of us will see continued opportunities for making a 
meaningful difference, literally the ability to create a 
new reality. We encourage you to be a part of it. During 
the coming year we hope you will join with us at Temple 
Beth Ami in working in common cause on tikkun olam/
Repair of our World. 
 
We look forward to getting this new year off to a great 
start. In 5778 we will be celebrating High Holiday ser-
vices together at Santa Clarita United Methodist 
Church, 26640 Bouquet Canyon Rd. Our family looks 
forward to being with you all soon. 
  
LE-SHANAH TOVAH TIKATEVU -- MAY YOU BE IN-
SCRIBED FOR A GOOD YEAR! 
 
Rabbi Mark Blazer 
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Purchase tickets online at: 
 

https://templebethami.wufoo.com/forms/kn3g9k61egqsoc/ 
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 Mission Statement of Temple Beth Ami 
The Purpose of this Reform Congregation shall be to worship G-d, to promote Jewish education and the fundamental principles 
of Judaism, to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people to cultivate love, understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage 

and to encourage community involvement. 

 
Rabbi - Mark Blazer  
rabbi@templebethami.org 
 
Cantor - Kenny Ellis    
cantor@templebethami.org 
 
Board of Trustees: 

President - Rosemary Watson  
president@templebethami.org 
 
Executive Vice President - Don Cogan  
executivevicepresident@templebethami.org 
 
Past President - Eddie Nathan 
pastpresident@templebethami.org 
 
Acting Treasurer - Don Cogan 
treasurer@templebethami.org 
 
Secretary - Kim Boothby Fogel 
secretary@templebethami.org 
 
Educational Director - Jennifer Twitchell 
education@templebethami.org 
 
Facilities Trustee - Bill Schwartz 
facilities@templebethami.org 
 
Membership Trustees - Lori Litel and Cheryl Cogan 
membership@templebethami.org 
 
Men's Club - Brian Block (Past President) 
mensclub@templebethami.org  
 
Sisterhood President - Judith  Stolnitz 
sisterhood@templebethami.org  
 
Trustees at Large: 
Debra Block 
Doreen Hawbecker 
Charles Peretz 
Michael Schoenwetter 
Andy Steier 
 
 
 
 
Susie Unkeless—Newsletter  and EBlast Editor 
susie.unkeless@templebethami.org 
 
Ofra Naylor - Bookkeeper   
bookkeeper@templebethami.org 
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From The Cantor 

For many years, every August I attended a Jewish educators conference which was located on 
a different university campus each year called “CAJE - The Conference for the Advancement of 
Jewish Education”. The conference drew close to 2000 Jewish educators, principals, rabbis, 
cantors and lay people annually from all over the globe who come to discuss ways to teach Ju-
daism, Hebrew and Israel. We studied together, prayed together, ate together, sang together 
and shared our ideas. My role for 15 years at these conferences was being M.C. at opening or 
closing ceremonies and performing at comedy night and lecturing about Jewish music during 
the day. 
 
Unfortunately, CAJE went bankrupt in 2009. However, NewCAJE started a few years ago and 
this year it will be near Oakland at St. Mary’s College in Moraga, CA.  NewCAJE draws about 

500 attendees. I will be M.C. and will be doing my Listen, Laugh & Learn class there as well (similar to the class I 
teach every month at the AJU). It should be very exciting. I will let you know how it goes at services. 
 
Speaking of the High Holidays, choir rehearsals are in full swing. Eileen Weiser has working hard on some new and 
exciting arrangements for our services. I can’t wait to share them with all of you at Santa Clarita United Methodist 
Church. By the way, there’s always room for more if you’re interested in joining us. 
 
B’Shalom 
 
Cantor Kenny Ellis 

 

TREES & WATER PROJECTS: 
 
Please contact Cheryl Maliniak through Sisterhood (sisterhood@templebethami.org.) 
for your donations to Israel’s Tree and Water Projects. 
 
The Tree & Water Projects of Israel are a wonderful way to accomplish two wonderful 
mitzvahs:  make a donation to Israel by you in honor of someone else - it could just 
be in honor of that person or for something special like a bar/bat mitzvah. These pro-
jects have been very popular in helping support Israel.  With the fires that occurred 
recently in Israel, this would be a great time to purchase a tree. Cost is only $18 
per donation and you will receive a lovely certificate that can be framed as a gift. 
Please allow approximately ten days for this transaction to be complete. 

JUDAICA SHOP:    

 SHOP HOURS: Monday through Thursday 9 AM -3 PM and Ofra will be happy to help 
you.  Now you may also VIEW AND ORDER ONLINE items for sale for your conven-
ience! Please contact sisterhood@templebethami.org. for any of your Judaica Shop 
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There's so much going on I don't know where to start. The biggest news is that our own Jennifer 
Twitchell, known to our students as our beloved "Miss Jenn,” is our new Education Director. We 
are extremely grateful to Jenn, who is not only offering TBA her considerable expertise as an 
educator, but doing so on a volunteer basis. You rock! 
 
We deeply appreciate the work Cantor Kenny has done in this position for the last two years and 
are glad to announce he will be continuing as our Cantor and Bar/Bat Mitzvah tutor.   
 
Our 30th year celebrations continue with plans for our Anniversary Gala to be held at Knollwood 
Country Club in Granada Hills, 7 PM Sunday, November 12. Event Chair Lori Litel has the de-
tails.  

 
 
Open House will be September 10, from 10 AM to 2 PM.  Invite your friends to see what TBA has to offer. You can 
renew your membership, register for Religious School, purchase High Holiday tickets and pick up something special 
from the TBA Gift Shop.  
 
High Holy Days begin with the Rosh Hashanah Evening Service on September 20. Our “shul away from shul” this 
year will be Santa Clarita United Methodist Church on Bouquet Canyon Road, which also hosts our Small World Pre-
school program. 
 
 I look forward to seeing all of you there. L'Shana Tovah! 
 
Rosemary Watson 
TBA President 

When you give to Temple Beth Ami you support our entire community. 

 

 

http://www.templebethami.org/support-tba.html 

Save the Date 

Monday—Thursday 

9 a.m.—3 p.m. 
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RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 

Shalom! 
 
It is a pleasure to be able to share some exciting updates about our Religious School. This 
year we will institute a couple of new programs to our school. Our CHAI program will guide 
children through many facets of Judaism with enduring questions and activities that will al-
low for active engagement. We will follow a three strand approach of learning through To-
rah, Avodah, and G’milut chasadim. 
 
Our Hebrew program (Mitkadem,) is also taking us in a new direction with a self-paced ap-
proach. Students will begin in the primary years learning to identify the letters, sounds, and 

write the Alef-Bet and learn many brachot. When they have mastered these foundational skills, they will move into 
learning rituals and prayers within the Shabbat service. Our students will be able to work on five components within 
each ramah. Students will be able to master not only chanting the prayers, but knowledge and understanding of their 
meaning and what it means to pray. 
 
Our program this year will also highlight the use of Madrichim (volunteers). Students in 8-12th grade can apply to be a 
part of this assistant program. They may be working with individual/small groups of students, assisting the teacher, or 
helping to create a library for the religious school. There are also opportunities for parents to help as well. Please see 
the web page or email me for the application. 
 
We will have Open House opportunities to register your children for the upcoming year which begins on Sunday, 
September 10. Our K-3 program hours are 9-11am.4-7th grade students will come from 10:30am-12:30pm. Our 
Thursday class for grades 4-7 is from 4:15-6:00pm. This is a 2 day a week program for students in grades 4-7. As an 
added convenience, the registration forms and payment feature will be available online shortly. 
 
I look forward to working with all of our families and please feel free to stop by and introduce yourself and share with 
me any comments and concerns you may have about your child. Every child has a place in our school no matter they 
style in which they learn. TBA is a School for Jewish Living! 
 
 
L’hitraot, 
Jennifer Twitchell 
Director of Religious Education 

TBA Open House 

Sunday, September 10, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. 
Invite your friends to see what TBA has to offer. You can renew your 

membership,  register for Religious School, purchase High Holiday 
tickets and pick up something  special from the TBA Gift Shop.  
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Begins Sunday, October 1 
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
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SISTERHOOD  

PAST PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE: - September 2017 
 
In the best interest of Sisterhood and in its role to support TBA, it was decided that a new Executive Board be elected 
by its present membership. There were a variety of reasons that circumvented this correct decision to hold the Spe-
cial Election of the Executive Board at this time.  Being appropriate and necessary, it should afford Sisterhood a fresh 
start and led from strength by its new brilliant leadership – something that I personally feel is very wise at this time to 
support the community of Temple Beth Ami.   
 
 Effective August 1, 2017, the newly elected slate of the new Executive Board is as follows:    

President – Judith Stolnitz  
Vice President – Tracy Blazer 
Secretary – Donna Casey 
Treasurer – Erika Schwartz 

 
I am confident that the leadership of the new Executive Board will do an excellent job in enhancing Sisterhood and 
bringing all members of Sisterhood together in providing events and opportunities to support Temple Beth Ami. 
 
In now becoming the Past President, I want to thank all of the women that served under my leadership on the Sister-
hood Board (Executive Board:  BJ Kaufman, Exec. VP, Secretaries Donna Casey and Glori Stulman, Treasurer –
Susan Schmitt; Board Trustees: Gaylin Cohen (Mitzvah Trustee), Elena Hedvig, Nancy Lefko, Donna Casey, and 
Susan Sheftz.) Although not trustees, the following women also have been a great help:  Cheryl Malinak (Trees & 
Water Project), the Communications committee who have relentlessly given their support and which I so appreciated:  
Shawn Monheim (Newsletter), Joyce Stein (Facebook), Elena Hedvig (Flyers), and Susie Unkeless. Thank you for all 
of your hard work and support. I enjoyed working with each of you. 
 
Last. you will notice that the 2017-2018 Membership form is included with this newsletter. Membership is for all 
women of TBA and the form is also available on the Sisterhood website. Please also note President Judith Stolnitz’s 
message regarding a new way to sign up as well! 
 
The new leadership is looking forward to YOU being a part of Sisterhood and is very interested in doing what 
YOU are interested in participating in for the upcoming year. 
 
To the Future of TBA’s Sisterhood from Strength, 
Francine G. Van Scoyoc 
TBA Sisterhood Past President 

 
Sisterhood’s website:  www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html (*PayPal here too) 

Sisterhood updates: www.templebethami.org/sisterhood-updates.html 

Sisterhood’s email: sisterhood@templebethami.org. 

Judaica Shop : sisterhood@templebethami.org. 

Please go to Sisterhood Updates page on the website for forms and event flyers! 
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SISTERHOOD  

SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP INFO: 
Thank you to all of you that have either joined or renewed your Sisterhood membership for 2016-2017.  2017-2018 
Memberships are being received as of August 15, 2017. All new TBA members are automatic members of Sister-
hood for their first year – free of charge and are encouraged to attend all Sisterhood functions. Please contact sister-
hood@templebethami.org 
 
SISTERHOOD PURPOSE & BOARD: 
The purpose of Sisterhood at TBA is to have a group of women that come together and support one another while 
also participating in a variety of programs of choice. In doing so, Sisterhood supports the community of Temple Beth 
Ami along with a generous financial donation at the end of each fiscal year. 

Shalom Past, Present and Future Sisterhood Members!  
  
Sisterhood has come so far since it was started all those years ago. WE've raised 
money for the synagogue, helped with countless Onegs, had great Hanukkah parties 
and learned about women in the Bible. WE have shared tea, had spa treatments and 
supported our community in need. All of these events were made possible under the 
leadership of our past presidents and executive boards. WE owe these women a debt 
of gratitude. Without them WE would have NO Sisterhood.  
  
I am honored that you have entrusted the next phase of Sisterhood to me and the 

new executive board (Tracy Blazer, Erika Schwartz and Donna Casey) Now it is time to refocus our efforts as a 
community of women. What does it mean to be a part of a Sisterhood? Let me tell you, it isn't the same as when our 
mothers and grandmothers participated. We want to know what interests you have. How can the Sisterhood of Tem-
ple Beth Ami meet the needs and interests of our congregation? All of us will need to be a part of this next phase.  
  
Already planned are some new events, revival of old events and retiring of others. The success of these depends on 
you. Are you interested in a Fiction book club? Sunday Morning Social Group? (still looking for a name!) Cooking 
classes? Yoga? Mah jongg? Museum day trips? Just sitting around and sharing wine and food? Do you need the 
convenience of a Hannukah or Mother's Day boutique? And of course we will offer continuing support of those in our 
community with a need, funerals or illness. All of these are possible with your help and participation  
  
Finally, please fill out your membership application. Let me know what you would like to see from YOUR Sisterhood. 
All membership levels include a T-shirt with a new Sisterhood design (If you have an idea for a design, let me 
know).  
 
Our first events are a Sisterhood sponsored potluck Shabbat Dinner on  September 8 and a Holiday cooking class 
with Rena Slabich on September 12. Please go to: https://m.signupgenius.com/#!/
howRSVPSignUp/70A0F4BA9AE238-potluck and sign up to bring your specialty (or what you can get at the store !!) 
to the potluck. Looking forward to seeing everyone there.   
  
 I look forward to hearing from you in the next month.  
  
Shana Tova  
Judith Stolnitz 
TBA Sisterhood President 
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SISTERHOOD  

SISTERHOOD BOARD: 

Judith Stolnitz – President; Francine G. Van Scoyoc - Past President; Tracy Blazer - Vice President; Donna Casey – Sec-
retary; Erika Schwartz – Treasurer; Membership – BJ Kaufman; Mitzvah Trustee – Gaylin Cohen;  Trustees- at-
Large:  Donna Casey, Elena Hedvig, Gaylin Cohen & Susan Sheftz; and Nancy Lefko.  
 
Communications:  Newsletter Writer: Shawn Monheim; Flyers: Elena Hedvig; Facebook Postings: Joyce Stein; Website: 
Susie Unkeless and Judith Stolnitz 
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MEN’S CLUB 
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SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH 
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SUKKOT & SIMCHAT TORAH 
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September Birthdays 

1-Sep Michael Spalter 

1-Sep Ayla Greenwald 

4-Sep Diane Gilden 

5-Sep Joan Thau 

6-Sep Elizabeth Pearlman 

6-Sep Charlie Kayne 

9-Sep Kevin Orenstein 

10-Sep Charles Peretz 

11-Sep Cheryl Cogan 

11-Sep Aaron Monheim 

12-Sep Jennifer Twitchell 

14-Sep Matt DeVore 

September Yahrzeit 

14-Sep Jim Schaffer 

15-Sep Max Sarkin 

16-Sep Anthony Boothby 

17-Sep Olivia Twitchell 

19-Sep Spencer Monheim 

20-Sep Kasen Orenstein 

22-Sep Stacy Guss 

22-Sep Adam Guss 

23-Sep Judith Stolnitz 

25-Sep Julie Spalter 

26-Sep Kim Fogel 

26-Sep Joyce Shulman 

27-Sep Linda Docks 

28-Sep Doreen Rosenfeld 

29-Sep Sam Gilden 

4-Sep 

5-Sep 

6-Sep 

6-Sep 

13-Sep 

15-Sep 

22-Sep 

24-Sep 

30-Sep 

Diane and Martin 

Michelle and Traci 

Mark and Tracy 

Francine and Bob 

Tim and Marcia 

Sandy and Susan 

Edward and Rachel 

Michael and Julie 

Ofra and Tom 

Solomon 

Morse 

Blazer 

Van Scoyoc 

Davis 

Sheftz 

Nathan 

Spalter 

Naylor 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

1-Sep 

2-Sep 

2-Sep 

3-Sep 

3-Sep 

4-Sep 

4-Sep 

5-Sep 

6-Sep 

6-Sep 

7-Sep 

8-Sep 

9-Sep 

9-Sep 

10-Sep 

10-Sep 

11-Sep 

11-Sep 

12-Sep 

12-Sep 

12-Sep 

12-Sep 

13-Sep 

13-Sep 

13-Sep 

Adrianna 

Molly 

Earl 

Kenneth 

Alexander 

Hyman 

Rita 

Molly 

Dora 

Selma 

Dina 

Carol 

Hyman 

Mildred 

Josephine 

Herman 

Barbara 

Aaron 

Marvin 

Hy 

Charles 

Aaron 

Rosa 

Stephen 

Samuel 

Gertrude 

Rose 

Julius 

Milton 

Howard 

Bernard 

Lyn 

Berger 

Frank 

Harris 

Herman 

Kaplan 

Schiern 

Voss 

Younger 

Krietzman 

Slute 

Gladman 

Kaufman 

Block 

Mastbaum 

Littleton 

Carr 

Nibley 

Oppenheim 

Thau 

Lederfine 

Zimmermann 

Berman 

Hack 

Kaufman 

Rosenberg 

Barnett 

Gerber 

Greenberg 

Maliniak 

Elzer 

Porter 

Rossoff 

17-Sep 

17-Sep 

18-Sep 

19-Sep 

19-Sep 

20-Sep 

20-Sep 

20-Sep 

20-Sep 

21-Sep 

21-Sep 

23-Sep 

23-Sep 

26-Sep 

26-Sep 

26-Sep 

27-Sep 

28-Sep 

29-Sep 

30-Sep 

30-Sep 

30-Sep 

30-Sep 

30-Sep 

30-Sep 

Florence 

Richard 

Beatrice 

Marilyn 

Julius 

Alan 

Baby 

Allen 

Cecilia 

Faye 

Irving 

Syliva 

Herbert 

Clara 

Harold 

Ann 

Carl 

Al 

Allen 

Henry 

Clara 

Robert 

Gloria 

Carl 

Judy 

Lafer 

Watson 

Dine 

Estrin 

Wolfe 

Goldstein 

Hershenson 

Solomon 

Spiegelman 

Dermer 

Winokur 

Martin 

Sherman 

Cohen 

Fuchsman 

Lieberman 

Koplik 

Rosenberg 

Baker 

Hutton 

Lachoff 

Morgan 

Solis 

Vreeken, Jr 

Weiss 

September Anniversaries 

Sokolow 

Geist 

Levy 

Lieberman 

Nathan 

Ellis 

Georgia 

Cowan 

Michael 

Helene 

Irvin 

David 

Sol 

Edward 

Kay 

Ruth 

13-Sep 

14-Sep 

14-Sep 

15-Sep 

15-Sep 

16-Sep 

16-Sep 

17-Sep 



 

 

Newsletter - September 2017  Temple Beth Ami                                             Page 20 of 13 

SEPTEMBER CALENDAR 


