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From The Rabbi 

 
Vol 62 No 6 

Established 1987 Shalom Bayit     שלום בית 

In the last few weeks our nation and com-

munity suffered some devastating losses.  

Horrific shootings and fires of shocking 

magnitude.  We have been hit from all 

sides in what has been a traumatic fall sea-

son.  These events have left us frightened, 

distraught, angry and somewhat disori-

ented. 

 

One thing that was constant throughout these crises was the 

bravery and selflessness of our first responders.  We witnessed 

the bravery and sacrifice of Ventura County Sheriff Deputy Ron 

Helus who gave his life trying to stop the massacre at the Bor-

derline.  We welcomed firefighters from across the state and 

around the country who left their families and communities to 

mobilize in fighting fires that were unparalleled in their feroc-

ity. 

 

Chanukah is a season of celebrating heroism.  We remember 

the courage of the Maccabees standing outnumbering against 

the Greek/Syrian armies.  In our own days we remember the 

soldiers who have fought for the freedom and security of our 

people overseas, but too often we neglect to offer our appre-

ciation to those who risk their lives every day in our own back-

yard, men and women of our police, fire and paramedic de-

partments. 

 

Santa Clarita, and Temple Beth Ami in particular, is a place 

where so many first responders have made a home.  Our syna-

gogue, reflective of the demographics of our community, is 

unique in that so many of these brave men and women wor-

ship and educate their families within our little shul.  I doubt 

there is a synagogue in the country with a higher percentage 

of law enforcement, EMT’s, nurses and fire department per-

sonnel.  Within the law enforcement field alone we have mem-

bers from over a half a dozen local departments and agencies. 

We are honored to have these wonderful representatives of 

humanity’s highest ideals as part of the TBA family. 

This holiday season in particular please show your apprecia-

tion to our first responders.  Support the Santa 

Clarita Valley Sheriff's Station Annual Holiday Toy Drive.  

Most importantly simply by saying thank you, or really we 

appreciate the service and sacrifice you make for our com-

munity a daily basis, can go a long way in reminding these 

special people that we value the amazing work they do. 

 

Chanukah celebrations are everywhere in Santa Clarita, with 

TBA spreading the holiday lights.  We invite you to join us in 

Temple Beth Ami’s annual Chanukah events: 

 

Sunday, Dec. 2, 5pm - Santa Clarita’s Jewish Community 

Party at Westfield’s Valencia Town Center (outside by en-

trance to food court) 

Monday, Dec. 3, 10:00am - Chanukah at the Old Town New-

hall Library 

Monday, Dec. 3, 6pm - Join us as we light the Stevenson 

Ranch Community menorah at Stevenson Ranch Parkway 

and Holmes Place 

Tuesday, Dec. 4, 10:00am - Chanukah at the Valencia Library 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 9:30am - Chanukah at the Canyon Country 

Library 

Thursday, Dec. 6, 7pm - Chanukah Celebration at Barnes & 

Noble, Valencia. Fun for all ages! 

Friday, Dec. 7, 7pm - Don’t miss TBA’s famous Chanukah 

Party and Shabbat Celebration with presentation of Pasha 

Award at Temple Beth Ami 

Saturday, Dec. 8, 7pm - Vodka/Latke at the Blazer’s 

 

 

- Rabbi Mark Blazer 
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 Mission Statement of Temple Beth Ami 
The Purpose of this Reform Congregation shall be to worship G-d, to promote Jewish education and the fundamental principles 
of Judaism, to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people to cultivate love, understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage 

and to encourage community involvement. 

 
Rabbi - Mark Blazer  
rabbi@templebethami.org 
 
Board of Trustees: 

President - Don Cogan  
president@templebethami.org 
 
Executive Vice President - Lori Litel  
executivevicepresident@templebethami.org 
 
Past President - Rosemary Watson 
pastpresident@templebethami.org 
 
Acting Treasurer - Erika Schwartz 

treasurer@templebethami.org 
 
Secretary - Kim Boothby Fogel 
secretary@templebethami.org 
 
Educational Director - Jennifer Twitchell 
education@templebethami.org 
 
Facilities Trustee - Bill Schwartz 
facilities@templebethami.org 
 
Membership Trustees - Lori Litel and Cheryl Cogan 

membership@templebethami.org 
 
Cantorial Soloist/Sunday School Music—Wendy Hersh 
music@templebethami.org 
 
Men's Club -  
mensclub@templebethami.org  

 

Sisterhood President - Judith  Stolnitz 
sisterhood@templebethami.org  

 

Trustees at Large: 

Karen Blum 

Cheryl Cogan 

Doreen Hawbecker 

Charles Peretz 

Bill Schwartz 

Mike Schoenwetter 

Jennifer Twitchell 
 
 
 
Susie Unkeless—Newsletter  and E-Blast Editor 
susie.unkeless@templebethami.org 
 
Susie Unkeless—Office Adminstrator 
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The fall season has provided us with some wonderful Jewish holidays to celebrate! We enjoyed a wonderful 

Sukkot in our new TBA Sukkah, thanks to all the volunteers who helped with its design and assembly.And a 

big thank-you to the Rabbi and his family for hosting the Sukkot Wine and Cheese party at their Sukkah. We 

also had a fun Simchat Torah service, getting to unroll the Torah and celebrate h the end and new beginning 

of the annual cycle of Torah reading.  

 

And there’s a lot more coming in this new year to look forward to! Soon we’ll enjoy our Hanukkahh festivi-

ties. And Tu B’Shevat, Purim and Passover will be upon us before you know it. 

 

The Jewish Holidays are certainly a big happenings at Temple Beth Ami, yet we have a lot more going on to enjoy in our syna-

gogue community. In addition to our Friday night Shabbat services, Tuesday morning Adult Education and Wednesday eve-

ning Torah program, we have some fun upcoming events as well – the Progressive Dinner, Casino night, Monopoly Tourna-

ment and more. We encourage Temple Beth Ami members to participate in these wonderful programs. That way you get the 

most benefit of enjoyment, learning and feeling of community from your membership at TBA.  

 

All these programs and events are possible through the support of volunteers in our TBA community. Each of you have ideas, 

creativity and skills that can greatly benefit our programs and enhance what we can offer. Furthermore, contributing to these 

activities is a great way to meet fellow TBA members and to develop lasting relationships.  

 

To find about these activities and how you can participate in planning and making them happen, contact any of our Board 

members at Temple Beth Ami. We look forward to hearing from you!  

  

Thank you.  

  

Don Cogan 

TBA President  

President’s Message 

When you give to Temple Beth Ami you support our entire community. 

 

 

http://www.templebethami.org/support-tba.html 

Help Temple Beth Ami every time you buy something from Amazon! 

Visit https://smile.amazon.com/  

Sign in with your Amazon account  

Select a Charity" box, type in Temple Beth Ami Newhall 

From the choices given, select Newhall  

Start shopping  

 

Every time you purchase something through Amazon, you generate a 

donation to TBA.  

Don't forget to Bookmark the Amazon Smiles link 

for future shopping.  
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Shalom Families! 

Religious School 

There are so many fun and exciting things going on at TBA in the Education world! Our Zayin 

class just had their Shabbat Service, and our new format for Family Shabbat has been well at-

tended. Our next Family Shabbat is on Friday, November 2nd. Please come and bring in Shab-

bat in our multi-generational service!  he Vav class service will be on Friday, November 16th 

and everyone is invited to attend. The Vav families can sign up for the oneg at the link below. 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0c4fa5af23a7f85-vavshabbat 

 

In November, look for our first Eat for TBA event at Flame and Skewers in Granary Square. The Religious School will get 

back 20% of your purchase that day. This is a great way to support our programming and enjoy a meal after Hebrew school, 

while also meeting up with your TBA friends. 

 

We have many Sundays off in November, please check the weekly eBlast for updates. 

 

Hanukkah is just around the corner and there will be a variety of events to attend. We will celebrate at the mall, local li-

braries, Barnes and Noble and here at school. Our Sisterhood will be providing our students with a small gift to celebrate 

the holiday. We have a library full of books about Hanukkah, feel free to come a borrow a few to read during the week! On 

December 2nd, we will be enjoying Hanukkah songs with Ms. Wendy! 

 

***As a reminder, our Religious School has 2 programs.  A K-3 Sunday class, and the 4-7 class which meets both Sundays 

and Thursdays.*** 

 

Ignite: 

Ignite has been really busy the last couple of months with meetings, social events and Teen Torah.  Here are the dates for 

the upcoming events… 

        Saturday, December 1st at TBA Pasta Bar & Movie Night 6-9pm 

        Sunday, December 2nd at TBA for Teen Torah 1-2:30pm Lunch included 

Religious School 

Please support our Religious School programs by donating needed 
supplies. Click here to see the list. 

Thank You.  
 
TBA Religious School Wish List:: https://www.amazon.com/registry/wishlist/2DCRCS9EVU7SO/
ref=cm_sw_r_cp_ep_ws_dcKUBb1DQKQ1V 
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Sisterhood 

What do you think of when you hear people say they are part of a synagogue “Sisterhood?” Do you 

think of cliquish women putting on meals for synagogue events?  Sitting in long meetings? Old la-

dies gossiping? Playing Mahjong?   

 

That is what Sisterhoods might have been for our mothers or certainly for our grandmothers. Long 

meetings with stale air, burnt coffee and soggy danish were the norm.  Perhaps they helped when 

there was a shiva or someone had surgery, but as far as socializing across the generations some-

thing was lacking. 

 

According to an article in The Forward magazine, July 2004, Sisterhoods across the nation have had to take what seemed to 

be an outdated auxiliary group and bring it into the 21st century (and for some it was simply to the 20th!). Many synagogues 

saw dropping membership and only older congregants joining their women’s groups. What was happening to these staples of 

congregations? Where were the women? 

 

The Forward article lists multiple reasons- more women working outside of the home, negative stereotypes, and stagnant 

and repetitive programming. Our Sisterhood was lucky enough to skip a great deal of those problems and when we were 

founded we chose what made our group work.   

 

We are proud that our group has members as young as 25 and as old as 80. We have Shabbat dinner together that everyone 

makes/buys  their specialty- no dry brisket for us. We have a Hanukkah party that involves specialty cocktails, a vicious white 

elephant game and tons of laughter. Our non-fiction book club touches on so many topics. The Retreats, whether long or 

short, bring women together to learn, create and dance. And, yes, we have mahjong, but not a formal tournament, but a Day 

of Fun.   

 

There is one thing our Sisterhood is lacking…YOU, your ideas, your conversation and your presence. Below is a list of a few of 

our upcoming events. They will be even better if you are there. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving, Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year. 

 

Judith Stolnitz 

TBA Sisterhood President 

 

 

 
 

Sisterhood’s website:  www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html (*PayPal here too) 

Sisterhood updates: www.templebethami.org/sisterhood-updates.html 

Sisterhood’s email: sisterhood@templebethami.org. 

Please go to Sisterhood Updates page on the website for forms and event flyers! 

December 1- Hanukkah Party 

January 6- MAHJONG DAY OF FUN (see flyer next page) 

TBD—The Retreat! (details coming soon!) 
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SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP INFO: 

Thank you to all of you that have either joined or renewed your Sisterhood membership for 2016-2017.  2017-2018 Mem-

berships are being received as of August 15, 2017. All new TBA members are automatic members of Sisterhood for their 

first year – free of charge and are encouraged to attend all Sisterhood functions. Please contact sister-

hood@templebethami.org 

 

SISTERHOOD PURPOSE & BOARD: 

The purpose of Sisterhood at TBA is to have a group of women that come together and support one another while also par-

ticipating in a variety of programs of choice. In doing so, Sisterhood supports the community of Temple Beth Ami along 

with a generous financial donation at the end of each fiscal year. 
 
SISTERHOOD BOARD: 

Judith Stolnitz—President, Francine G. Van Scoyoc— Past President, Tracy Blazer—Vice President, Donna Casey—Secretary, Erika 

Schwartz—Treasurer, Membership—, Mitzvah Trustee—,Gaylin Cohen, Trustees-at-Large—Donna Casey, Elena Hedvig, Gaylin Cohen, 

Susan Sheftz, Nancy Lefko 

Communications: Facebook Postings—Joyce Stein, Website—Susie Unkeless 

Sisterhood continued 

TREES & WATER PROJECTS: 

 

Please contact Cheryl Maliniak through Sister-

hood (sisterhood@templebethami.org.) for your donations to Israel’s Tree and 

Water Projects. 

 

The Tree & Water Projects of Israel are a wonderful way to accomplish two 

wonderful mitzvahs:  make a donation to Israel by you in honor of someone 

else - it could just be in honor of that person or for something special like a 

bar/bat mitzvah. These projects have been very popular in helping support Is-

rael.  With the fires that occurred recently in Israel, this would be a great time to purchase 

a tree. Cost is only $18 per donation and you will receive a lovely certificate that can be framed as a 

gift. Please allow approximately ten days for this transaction to be complete. 
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1-Dec Erika Stolnitz 

4-Dec Jared Lasky 

10-Dec Shelley Silver 

10-Dec Adam Kort 

12-Dec Lee Shulman 

14-Dec Brenden Steier 

16-Dec Karen Barnett 

18-Dec Keith Jacobs 

18-Dec Shellie VanWinkle 

19-Dec Lisa Barton 

19-Dec Andrew Steier 

19-Dec Sally Vila 

20-Dec Taylor Halberstam 

22-Dec Philip Wasserman 

29-Dec Ronnie Lasky 

30-Dec Justin Singerman 

31-Dec Harriet Merjan 

   

23-Dec Michael and Corrie Schoenwetter 

23-Dec Barry and Shelley Silver 

30-Dec Joshua and Nikki Corben 
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Yahrzeit 

1-Dec Libbie Abrams 

1-Dec Arthur Goldberg 

1-Dec Arthur Goldberg 

1-Dec Arthur Goldberg 

1-Dec Robert Goldstein 

1-Dec Jack Saltzman 

1-Dec Hyme Schaffer 

1-Dec Willie Sparr 

3-Dec Sylvia Lederfine 

3-Dec Else Savitch 

4-Dec Mike Fitzer 

4-Dec Honey Schaffer 

6-Dec Milton Diamond 

6-Dec Milton Diamond 

6-Dec Matthew Ellis 

6-Dec Mindi Loux 

6-Dec Jack Vale 

7-Dec Valyrie Corben 

7-Dec Valyrie Corben 

8-Dec Alyce Orenstein 

9-Dec Evelyn Caplan 

9-Dec Sue Gottfried 

9-Dec Audrey Singerman 

10-Dec Thelma Solomon 

11-Dec Julian Frieden 

12-Dec Ritzius Fred 

12-Dec Abraham Katell 

12-Dec Michelle Romprey 

13-Dec Teri Guss 

13-Dec Shirley Lowe 

14-Dec Renee Amitin 

14-Dec Michele Rauch 

14-Dec Donny Srery 

15-Dec Jessie Hutton 

16-Dec Wanda Fogel 

16-Dec Susie Hawbecker 

16-Dec William Littleton 

16-Dec Harold Sachartoff 

17-Dec Harvey Geist 

17-Dec Robert Rosenthal 

17-Dec Marti Schwartz 

18-Dec Morris Kass 

18-Dec Andrew Lipson 

18-Dec Henrey Naftulin 

18-Dec Lillian Rafelson 

19-Dec Esther Blum 

20-Dec David Horwitz 

20-Dec Betty Joseph 

20-Dec Louis Weinberg 

21-Dec Emanuel Abrams 

21-Dec Robert Barnett 

22-Dec Hyman Rosenblum 

22-Dec Sylvia Rosnestein 

22-Dec Edith Russell 

23-Dec Carl Fraser 

23-Dec Eric Gedalje 

23-Dec Jonas Stulman 

24-Dec Benjamin Bramson 

24-Dec Aaron Trustman 

25-Dec Stanley Bresler 

25-Dec Pearl Friedman 

25-Dec Pearl Friedman 

25-Dec Maurice Hopkins 

26-Dec Charles Block 

26-Dec Harry Fox 

26-Dec Ben Malin 

26-Dec Shirley Margolies 

26-Dec Edith Rudolf 

   

   

   

   

   

   

26-Dec Boyd Saylor 

26-Dec Paul Thorsen 

27-Dec William Chapman 

28-Dec George Foster 

29-Dec Rob Schmitt 

30-Dec Hetty Epstein 
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