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From The Rabbi
One of the wonderful donations we also recently
received was our new memorial board, installed
in recent days. This powerful tribute was made
And there are times when they possible by the generosity of Lori Litel, who dediall come at once. These last
cated this tribute in honor of her parents, Bernard
few months have been a roller
and Florence Later, z"l. We will unveil the board
coaster for many of us. As a na- at Shabbat Services, May 19th at 8 pm. Please
tion, as a community. As most
contact Ofra in our offices if you have people you
of you know my family has been would like honored on the memorial wall.
dealing with serious illness and
we have experienced some
We want to make sure that our community, our
tragic losses of life within in our community. We
TBA family truly celebrates what being free from
have also welcomed new lives into our midst, cele- our mortgage means for us. Therefore, we are inbrated wonderful life transitions. And in these last
viting everyone to join us for an “End of the
week’s Temple Beth Ami has been fortunate to be
School Year/Beginning of Summer/Mortgage Burnthe beneficiaries of the largest donation in our his- ing” BBQ at the temple immediately following our
tory.
last Sunday School at 12 pm on May 21st.
“There is a time for every season, every
experience under heaven.”

This past month Rosemary and David Watson generously paid off our entire mortgage. This unprecedented gift radically changes our financial picture. While we are still overly dependent on your
membership support, and have never been the recipient of endowment funds, we now have a tremendous burden lifted from our shoulders.
This uncommon and unexpected gift gives us tremendous opportunity, but we hope it doesn’t have
the unintended effect of creating complacency. On
the contrary, we hope that this generosity motivates all of us to help make our community
stronger, that we challenge ourselves to further
acts of chesed/loving kindness.
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Our Chai campaign goal to pay off all of our debt
has been achieved! We especially want to recognize all those who have helped us thus far. It is
part of what we hope will be a year of celebration, 30 years as a congregation, 20 years in our
current facility, with a vision for even bigger
things to come. We are planning an exciting evening celebration this fall, details will be following
shortly.
Wishing everyone a wonderful season ahead.
Rabbi Mark Blazer
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Mission Statement of Temple Beth Ami
The Purpose of this Reform Congregation shall be to worship G-d, to promote Jewish education and the fundamental principles
of Judaism, to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people to cultivate love, understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage
and to encourage community involvement.
Rabbi - Mark Blazer
rabbi@templebethami.org
Cantor - Kenny Ellis
cantor@templebethami.org
Board of Trustees:
President - Rosemary Watson
president@templebethami.org
Executive Vice President - Andy Steier
executivevicepresident@templebethami.org
Past President - Eddie Nathan
pastpresident@templebethami.org
Treasurer - Don Cogan
treasurer@templebethami.org
Secretary - Mike Schoenwetter
Mike.schoenwetter@templebethami.org
Facilities Trustee - Bill Schwartz
facilities@templebethami.org
Membership – Doreen Hawbecker
membership@templebethami.org
Men's Club - Daniel Levine
mensclub@templebethami.org
Sisterhood President - Francine G. Van Scoyoc
sisterhood@templebethami.org
Havurah Trustee - Lori Garden
Havurah@templebethami.org
Mitzvah Trustee - Cheryl Cogan
Cheryl.cogan@templebethami.org
Trustees at Large:
Debra Block
Kim Boothby Fogel
Lori Litel
Kenny Ellis - Educational Director
education@templebethami.org
Susie Unkeless—Newsletter Editor
susie.unkeless@templebethami.org
Robin Bratslavsky—EBlast Editor
robin.bratslavsky@templebethami.org
Ofra Naylor - Bookkeeper
bookkeeper@templebethami.org
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From The Cantor
Wow…where has this school year gone?
We will take Sunday, May 14th off for Mother’s Day and our last Hebrew School class will be on
Thursday, May 18th and our last Sunday School class will be on Sunday, May 21st. We will be having
our 7th Grade Graduation and Teacher Appreciation Shabbat on Friday, May 19th at 8pm.
This school year has flown by so quickly. It was a wonderful year!
Thank you to all of our teachers, parents and students. Have a great summer!
B’shalom,
Cantor Kenny Ellis

Ballots for the TBA Board have sent to all TBA members in good
standing by email. Members need to print out and complete ballots and follow the directions for returning them no later than
May 25.

TREES & WATER PROJECTS:
Please contact Cheryl Maliniak through Sisterhood (sisterhood@templebethami.org.) for
your donations to Israel’s Tree and Water Projects. The Tree & Water Projects of Israel are a
wonderful way to accomplish two wonderful mitzvahs: Make a donation to Israel by you in
honor of someone else - it could just be in honor of that person or for something special like
a bar/bat mitzvah. These projects have been very popular in helping support Israel. With the
fires that occurred recently in Israel, this would be a great time to purchase a tree.
Cost is only $18 per donation and you will receive a lovely certificate that can be framed as a
gift. Please allow approximately ten days for this transaction to be complete.
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Astonishing AIPAC!
By Erika Schwartz
Bet that title got your attention. Astonishing AIPAC? Why “astonishing”?
Well, when Bill and I decided to attend the AIPAC Conference this year, it was pretty much
with the intention of checking it off our bucket list. We’d always wanted to go . . . we’re
very strong supporters of Israel and the importance of Israel’s existence . . . so we figured
we had a “duty” to attend the AIPAC Conference at least once in our lives.
The experience was an astonishing surprise.
As much as we thought we knew about Israel and all of the issues that surround her, we learned what it really meant to
“support” Israel. We armed ourselves with so much more information about the issues, giving us a broader and more balanced ability to discuss Israel with just about anyone. Being in a venue with 18,000 strong supporters of Israel from every
walk of life . . . . Jews who are Liberal, Conservative, Independent, Democrat, Republican; non-Jews of every faith; African-Americans; the list is endless. This was the true face of those who understand how important Israel’s safety is to the
world, to the Middle East, to Jews around the world. We arrived at AIPAC thinking we were doing everything possible for
Israel and knowing all about her . . . we left AIPAC with our minds and hearts bursting with new information and a greater
love for this amazing country.
So, what were the highlights? I’m not going to go into information overload here. But I do want to simply note two moments that will forever stay with me.
One unforgettable moment came during an evening General Session. There were, of course, many speakers during the
three days of the Conference. All political spectrums were represented. But no one, absolutely no one, received the reception that our new Ambassador to the U.N., Nikki Haley, received. The entire audience of 18,000 people were united in
their love for this woman who will, without a doubt, do everything in her power to change the face of the United Nations
and its history of Israel bashing. The love in that arena was overwhelming.
But the most memorable moment came during the Sunday evening General Session. We were introduced to the story of
Amnon Weinstein, an Israeli violin maker. 50 years ago a customer brought him an old instrument in terrible condition and
wanted it restored. The customer had played the violin in a death camp orchestra. When Weinstein opened the violin, he
found ashes inside.
The story of how he came to specialize in restoring violins from the Holocaust is a beautiful story and can be found on the
internet if you Google “Violins of Hope.” I want only to tell you that, after they showed a short film about him during the
General Session, a violinist stepped out and began playing one of Weinstein’s restored violins. It was a heart-stopping
somber performance until the audience suddenly realized that he had begun to play Hatikvah. As the realization swept
the 18,000 in attendance, people began to stand. Most were silent but you could hear the soft singing of the words
throughout the huge arena. By the time it was done, I doubt if there was a dry eye among the 18,000. I’ll never forget that
performance.
Please consider attending the AIPAC Conference in early March 2018. If you sign up soon on their website you get a
$200 per person discount. It’s an experience that will stay with you forever. And it’s an opportunity to understand why Israel’s safety and existence should be central in the heart of every Jew.
Videos:
Interview with U.N. Ambassador Nikki Haley: http://video.policyconference.org/watch/toWdJqgHqFigsvr2m1PAE3
Violins of Hope: http://video.policyconference.org/watch/8mMjdVS4AMAwMR4Fe6r3ns
More from AIPAC 2017: http://www.policyconference.org/
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From The President
I hope everyone had a joyous Purim and Passover. Our community Seder was held at Santa Clarita
United Methodist Church and we will soon be offering a joint outreach program with their wellrespected Small World Pre-School.
Over the summer we will also be planning a special celebration next Fall honoring our Past Presidents and thirty plus years of service to the Jewish community in the Santa Clarita Valley.
Our new memorial board has been installed in our sanctuary. Thank you, Litel Family.
We're continuing to improve our website and are hoping to have online registration for membership
and religious school in the near future.
Meanwhile we've put together our budget for next year and thought hard about how we can meet the needs of our congregants without exhausting our resources.
Our annual meeting will be Thursday, May 25th at 7:00 PM. Ballots have gone out to all members in good standingplease send them back ASAP so we can get the new board off to a great start. I'm looking forward to continuing to serve
Temple Beth Ami as your President.
Rosemary Watson
TBA President

JUDAICA SHOP:
SHOP HOURS: Monday through Thursday 9 AM -3 PM and Ofra will be happy to help
you. Now you may also VIEW AND ORDER ONLINE items for sale for your convenience!
Please contact sisterhood@templebethami.org. for any of your Judaica Shop needs.

When you give to Temple Beth Ami you support our entire community.

http://www.templebethami.org/support-tba.html
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SISTERHOOD
Sisterhood Happenings – May, 2017
We are finally at the end of this fiscal year! Halleluyah!
You will see we have a list of May’s Sisterhood’s events that have been put together for YOU to attend and enjoy!
Susan Schmitt has been our Treasurer for the past two years and her term is up! She has done a fantastic and professional job as our Treasurer in always providing all of the monthly reports and taking care of Sisterhood’s books and banking – and not to mention what a pleasure she has been to work with on the Sisterhood Executive Board. We can’t thank
you enough Susan for all of your support and for all of the work you have done these past two years. We were very lucky
to have had you as our Treasurer.
As the fiscal year comes to an end we probably will be making the largest donation to Temple Beth Ami on May 12
at the Sisterhood Shabbat Service. This past year was kicked off with our summer long honey fundraiser, then, the annual Tea by BJ Kaufman & Glori Stulman at the Tea Gardens, a first year (and returning) very successful Mah Jongg
Tournament by Jennifer Twitchell, the annual Hannukah Party by BJ Kaufman and Glori Stulman and Holiday Boutique (by
yours truly with an awful lot of help from Shawn Monheim) to the Women’s Retreat and Seder by Judith Stolnitz and Tracy
Blazer– all being very successful events led by many strong women who also displayed a great deal of leadership through
these events.
Please respond to nominate this year’s candidates for the 2016-2017
award no later than May 10th. Could it be someone that has devoted
themselves’ behind the scenes over many years - I can think of a few
names that fall into that category for sure – or someone that really stood
out with an event this year? I wish all of the nominees good luck! If you’ve
missed the opportunity to nominate, please be sure to look for the email
coming very soon with the chosen nominees and VOTE!! Don’t wait - vote
as soon ed at the June Shabbat Service in the Park along with all of the
high school and college graduates!
Francine G. Van Scoyoc
TBA Sisterhood President

SISTERHOOD & COMMUNITY
“Without You We Are One Woman Short”

Sisterhood’s website: www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html (*PayPal here too)
Sisterhood updates: www.templebethami.org/sisterhood-updates.html
Sisterhood’s email: sisterhood@templebethami.org.
Judaica Shop : sisterhood@templebethami.org.
Please go to Sisterhood Updates page on the website for forms and event flyers!
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SISTERHOOD
SISTERHOOD SOCIALS!
Sisterhood’s Non-Fiction Book Club on June 3, The movie “Haven” as a follow-up to our read ,“Haven,” by Ruth Gruber, over a potluck lunch at the Stevenson Ranch Library from 10-1.

Friday, May 12, 2017. Thank you to Susan Schmitt for organizing the readings of the service and working out the details
of the oneg. Sisterhood’s donation to the temple is being announced then.
Thank you Jennifer Ihrig and Jennifer Twitchell for Yoga & Maj classes. Join us for the afternoon session on: Sunday,
MAY 21st: (Note the new times for the classes) YOGA with Jennifer Ihrig 2:00 – 3:15 pm. MAH JONGG with Jennifer Twitchell 3:30 -5:30 pm
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SISTERHOOD
WOMEN’S SEDER: Why was this year’s Seder different?
Originators of the Women’s Community Seder from 13 years ago, Judith Stolnitz and Tracy Blazer, set a goal and accomplished a new experience that was immediately obvious when walking into the Old Orchard I Valencia Clubhouse. Attendees saw three very long tables set with the three selected themes for Passover Seders, making for a very
colorful and unique display representative of the three possible Passover Seder services: (1) Family/Children’s (decorated
with the scene of parting of the Red Sea), (2) Women’s (feminine décor w/ Matzah Tulip flower boxes), and Social Action
(orgami w/
various notations)!! (We
hope you will
enjoy the pictures from
this year’s
2017
Women’s
Community
Seder!)

When asked what was the purpose of making the Seder service so different and innovative with the three themes, Judith
Stolnitz responded by saying, “Passover has always been my favorite holiday, but the Seder can become stale (like matzah, lol). It is also a little intimidating to lead a Seder given personal memories of childhood Seders and just looking at a
Haggadah. Our goal was to break it down to manageable pieces and inspire others to give the Seder service their own
memorable touch. The thinking was also freshen up the Women's Seder itself and perhaps inspire some people who
haven't attended before to come.”
It was evident by all that attended that a great deal of research had gone into this year’s Women’s Community Seder and
Wendy Hersh provided her talented music abilities that were enjoyed by all. Women then helped with planning and on the
day of the seder were: Rena Slabich, Jennifer Twitchell, Doreen Hawbecker, BJ Kaufman, Shawn Monheim and yours
truly. Each attendee was given a USB drive full of the resources and ideas they had just experienced to take home to use
in making their own new memorable and inspiring Passover Seders for families and friends!
Last, this year’s honorees were also a little different as they especially represented the SCV Community during Passover.
Honored from Ralph’s Stevenson Ranch were Store Manager Kelly Hicks and Ralph’s employee Eileen Gelfand for their
hard work and support of the Jewish Community during Passover when the Matzah Aisle Outreach program was done at
the market for the past three years.
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SISTERHOOD
SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP INFO
Thank you to all of you that have either joined or renewed your Sisterhood membership for 2016-2017. All new TBA members are automatic members of Sisterhood for their first year – free of charge and are encouraged to attend all Sisterhood
functions.
SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION – Please contact Exec. VP/Membership Trustee BJ Kaufman to renew
or join through sisterhood@templebethami.org. Please go to the Sisterhood Website to download the 2016-2017 Membership form. If you join from April, 2017 on your membership will be part of the 2017-2018 year.
Basic membership is $36 but you may choose to contribute for membership levels:
Sarah ($54), Rebecca ($72), Leah ($90), or Rachel ($180); Non-TBA Members: $46.
Payment by check made payable to TBA Sisterhood or go to the Sisterhood website page: www.templebethami.org/
sisterhood.html - and pay by Paypal (Note: please mark in "membership" in memo section)
SISTERHOOD PURPOSE:
The purpose of Sisterhood at TBA is to have a group of women that come together and support one another while also
participating in a variety of programs of choice. In doing so, Sisterhood supports the community of Temple Beth Ami along
with a generous financial donation at the end of each fiscal year.
SISTERHOOD BOARD:
Francine G. Van Scoyoc – President; Jennifer Ihrig - Past President; BJ Kaufman - Vice President; Glori Stulman – Secretary; Susan Schmitt – Treasurer; Membership – BJ Kaufman; Mitzvah Trustee – Gaylin Cohen; Trustees at Large: Donna
Casey, Elena Hedvig, Gaylin Cohen & Susan Sheftz; and Nancy Lefko.
Communications: Newsletter Writer: Shawn Monheim; Flyers: Elena Hedvig; Facebook Postings: Joyce Stein; Website:
Susie Unkeless, & Francine G. Van Scoyoc
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TBA’s Sam Stuhlman to compete in 20th World Maccabiah Games
MACCABI USA ANNOUNCES THE JUNIORS BOYS’ BASEBALL TEAM FOR THE
20TH WORLD MACCABIAH GAMES
Philadelphia, PA, February 28, 2017 – The Maccabi USA Bat and Glove Chairman,
Fred Cohen along with Head Coach Eric Holtz and Assistant Coach Daniel Kaufman
are pleased to announce the Juniors Boys’ Baseball Team for the 20th World Maccabiah Games, which will take place July 4-18, 2017 in Israel. Maccabi USA will bring a
team of 1,100+ athletes who will join the 8,750 Jewish athletes from 80 countries, participating in 43 different sports.
The athletes are Mark Abramovitz of Englewood, NJ, The Frisch School; Charlie Beilenson of Encino, CA, Chaminade
College Preparatory School; August Biben of New York, NY, Riverdale Country School; Robert Fischer of Englewood,
NJ, The Frisch School; Eli Fishman of Woodmere, NY, Hebrew Academy of the Five Towns and Rockaway; Zach
Fishman of Deerfield, IL, Deerfield High School; Justin Gelfand of Lafayette Hill, PA, Plymouth Whitemarsh High School;
Shawn Goosenberg of Encino, CA, Calabasas High School; Michael Green of Scarsdale, NY, Scarsdale High
School; Brett Holtz of White Plains, NY, Valhalla High School; Jarrett Hyder of Miami, FL, Miami Palmetto High School;
Nate Jakobs of Sacramento, CA, Sacramento Country Day School; Matthew Newman of Deerfield, IL, Deerfield High
School; Benjamin Sinins of Short Hills, NJ, Millburn High School; Jacob Small of Chappaqua, NY, Horace Greeley High
School; Samuel Stulman of Santa Clarita, CA, Albert Einstein Academy; Max Tracey of Wellesley, MA, Wellesley High
School; and Charlie Wallach of New York, NY, Horace Mann School.
Since 1932, over 62,000 athletes have participated in the Maccabiah Games, in a celebration of Jewish Strength and Solidarity. Team USA’s success is not only measured by the medals won, but by the impact that the Maccabiah experience
had on their lives as well as the friendships they formed.
Maccabi USA builds Jewish pride through sports, generating the emotional intensity, high ideals, and powerful camaraderie of competition. We connect athletes, volunteers, and supporters with the global Jewish community. Our athletic, educational, and cultural experiences build Jewish identity, perpetuate Jewish continuity worldwide, and strengthen support for
the State of Israel.
For more information, please contact Maccabi USA Program Director Shane Carr at 215-561-6900 or by email at
scarr@maccabiusa.com.
###

As many of you know, Adam Goldstein recently passed away of Hodgkin’s Lymphoma cancer. His sister, Emily, started a
fundraising chapter for Camp Kesem, a nationwide community, driven by passionate college student leaders, that supports children through and beyond their parent’s cancer. If you would like to make a donation in Adam’s honor, go to:
https://donate.kesem.org/fundraise?fcid=782414%20/donate.kesem.org/fundraise?fcid=782414
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May Birthdays
Cami
Jeremy
Brandon
Bart
Daniel
Tracy
Sandy
Suzanne
Alan
Martin
Greg
Allison
Brian
Cory
Kyle
Kenny
Lauren
Sonia
Lauren
Andrea
Kayla
Jackie
Frank
Michael
Neal

Schoenwetter
VanWinkle
DeVore
Joseph
Azani
Blazer
Sheftz
Levine
Lasky
Solomon
Gelberg
Hershenson
Block
Watson
Rosenfeld
Ellis
Guss
North
Swartz
Silver
Hawbecker
Dermer
Saltzman
Goodman
Scott

May Anniversaries
1-May
2-May
3-May
10-May
11-May
11-May
11-May
12-May
16-May
16-May
18-May
18-May
21-May
21-May
21-May
22-May
22-May
23-May
24-May
26-May
27-May
29-May
30-May
30-May
31-May

Irene and Tom
Molly and Hugo
Debra and Greg
Pete and Rena
David and Rita
Daniel and Suzanne
Robert and Jan

Robinson
Morales
Jelin
Slabich
Fraser
Levine
Swartz

5-May
6-May
23-May
24-May
25-May
25-May
28-May

May Yahrzeit
Ann
Theby
Sidney
Milton
Barry
Shirley
April
Marvin
Sybil
Leah
Philip
Mary
Hilda
Herman
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Goldman
Langiner
Reifman
Sadowsky
Schneider
Sparr
Gaynor
Ellis
Lipson
Wolf
Berman
Candib
Kitay
Lifton

1-May
1-May
1-May
1-May
1-May
1-May
2-May
3-May
3-May
3-May
4-May
4-May
4-May
4-May

Karol
Fred
Claire
Bernice
Ella
Mae
David
Anna
Ralph
John
Evelyn
Issac
Edward
Max

Brill
Krietzman
Blumenthal
Richman
Thau
Levy
Robinson
Rosenberg
Balcher
Wash
Kassel
Rensin
Weber
Goodstein
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5-May
5-May
6-May
6-May
6-May
7-May
7-May
7-May
9-May
9-May
10-May
10-May
10-May
11-May
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May Yahrzeit (con’t.)
Sidney
Sarah
Marta
Szuszee
Richard
Anne
Mureil
Lillian
Ruth
Norman
Victor
Maurice
Sylvia
Charles
Sylvia
Sonia
Nettie
Nathan
Adolph
Philip
Allan
Shirley

Woods
Akin
Bratslavsky
Petrover
Jaffke
Suffin
Walker
Ashley
Bryan
Hempling
Mazie
Langinger
Porras
Mahler
Romm
Ruderman
Berkson
Fliegelman
Frank
Thau
Fleischman
Siegel

11-May
12-May
12-May
12-May
13-May
13-May
13-May
14-May
14-May
14-May
15-May
16-May
16-May
17-May
17-May
17-May
18-May
18-May
18-May
18-May
19-May
19-May

Furnum
Alma

Wolf
Levinson

19-May
20-May
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Rae

Stein

20-May

Stanford
Nancy
Sara
Louis
Harry
Dorothy
Jerry
Lillian
Melvin
Alfred
Ethel
Legrand
Kevin
Beverly
Myrna
Dave
Lissette
Jeannette
Hugh
Elaine
Jeannette
Henry

Monheim
Saks
Hyman
Caplan
Greenberg
Horowitz
Welter
Faecher
Wykoff
Ponce
Sheffey
Vreeken
Brill
King
Reder
Blazer
Cortez
Levy
Madden
Kassof
Goldberg
Scharf

21-May
21-May
22-May
23-May
23-May
23-May
23-May
24-May
25-May
26-May
26-May
27-May
28-May
28-May
28-May
29-May
29-May
29-May
29-May
30-May
31-May
31-May
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TBA CALENDAR

Newsletter - May 2017

Temple Beth Ami

Page 17 of 17

