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Friday, March 13th at about 4 pm, Tem-
ple Beth Ami made the shift toward a 
new reality.  We were supposed to be 
having services that evening, and then 
the county issued new stay-at-home 
orders. About four hours before our 
communal Shabbat started, we can-
celed services for the first time ever. 
Weather, fires, catastrophe loss, no 

matter what, we always had Shabbat services. We missed 
that one service, but Friday night March 20th, we were 
ready to go virtually. 
 
And we went large, attempting to make a worship experi-
ence that would be moving and inspirational, even if it was 
watched on a screen or phone. Since that Friday night TBA 
Shabbat services have had over 100,000 views on Face-
book, and we didn’t miss a beat in any of our other pro-
grams.  The last month we’ve had up to four times as 
many people join us on Zoom for the classes we normally 
do in person. 
 
As a caring community we wanted to establish continuity, 
and we were committed to making sure people knew that 
we were going to be here. We weren’t going to go dark—
we were to have some semblance of stability in the midst 
of a lot of craziness and fear and panic and uncertainty.  
We are committed to be a beacon of hope and love. 
 
Over these last weeks we shared Seders with celebrities, 
and congregants across the country, with our oldest and 
youngest.  We commemorated Yom HaShoah with survivor 
Margot Webb, who reflected on the experiences of her life 
and imparted her wisdom. On Israel Independence Day we 
celebrated with Consul General Dr. Hillel Newman as well as 
other special guests.  
 
As we look ahead to the days ahead, there is so much still 
to come.   Shavuot, our next major festival, begins Thursday 

night, May 28. In ancient times, our people made a pil-
grimage to Jerusalem three times a year to mark pivotal 
moments in the agricultural cycle. On Shavuot, Jewish 
pilgrims would march into Jerusalem from the country-
side, carrying baskets of ripe fruits and bread baked from 
the newly harvested wheat. For twenty years our commu-
nity has revitalized an ancient tradition by celebrating 
Shavuot with the  communal study of our sacred texts. 
 
Temple Beth Ami and Congregation Beth Shalom have 
taken turns hosting an evening of dessert and study on 
Erev Shavuot. This year we will be online, beginning at 
7:00 PM on May 28th. We look forward to your participa-
tion in this program, a celebration of Jewish learning and 
community connection. 
 
Our Adult B’nai Mitzvah class culminates in a Shabbat ser-
vice & ceremony on June 6, 2020, where the members of 
the group each read their individual Torah portions.  This 
group of six very special women, join over forty adults 
who have celebrated this meaningful celebration with us, 
a deeply moving and fulfilling accomplishment.  While we 
expect the service will be held at Temple Beth Ami, it will 
be streamed as well, and we hope you can join us virtually 
for this communal celebration.  
 
We are still learning how to respond to this crisis, we are 
experimenting with new technology and testing the 
boundaries of spirituality and community. Each day 
brings challenges and opportunities.  The biggest les-
son—the most important lesson—is that we will get 
through this. We will respond with compassion; we will 
react and adapt to new realities while staying true to our 
traditions and values. We have survived bigger chal-
lenges and will continue to survive as a people, as hu-
manity. 
We will get through this together.  
 
- Rabbi Mark Blazer 
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 Mission Statement of Temple Beth Ami 
The Purpose of this Reform Congregation shall be to worship G-d, to promote Jewish education and the fundamental principles 
of Judaism, to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people to cultivate love, understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage 

and to encourage community involvement. 

 
Rabbi - Mark Blazer  
rabbi@templebethami.org 
 
 
Board of Trustees: 

President - Lori Litel  
president@templebethami.org 
 
Executive Vice President - OPEN  
executivevicepresident@templebethami.org 
 
Past President - Don Cogan 
pastpresident@templebethami.org 
 
Treasurer - Harvey Kale 
treasurer@templebethami.org 
 
Secretary - Kim Boothby-Fogel 
secretary@templebethami.org 
 
Educational Director - Jennifer Twitchell 
education@templebethami.org 
 
Trustees at Large: 
Cheryl Cogan 
Charles Peretz 
Sheila Petri 
Joann Shepherd 
Jennifer Twitchell 
Richard Twitchell 
Rosemary Watson 
Susie Unkeless—Newsletter  and eBlast Editor 
susie.unkeless@templebethami.org 
 
Susie Unkeless—Office Manager 
susie.unkeless@templebethami.org 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Are you a business owner looking to attract more 
customers? Advertise with TBA and get your business in 
front of our members and greater TBA Community. Put 
your business in the spotlight! Ad rates start at just $36. 

For more info, call the Temple Office at 661.255.6410.  
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President’s Message 

Shalom, 
 
Quite a surreal time this is for all of us.  I hope that each & every one of you is staying safe and 
healthy. 
 
Anxiety is a completely normal response to the unprecedented situation with COVID-19 we and the 
rest of the world are experiencing right now.  I thought I would share some tips to help you manage 
the stress you may be experiencing. 
 
Try to reframe the way you are thinking about staying home. Look at this as an opportunity to spend 

more time with your family, or to work on those projects you have always wanted to do around the house. 
Be kind to yourself and others.  Everyone reacts differently to stress.  Perhaps, be quicker to forgive if tensions run high. 
Avoid overexposure to the news.  Make sure the news you get is reliable and that you have information you need, with-

out having to hear the same story repeated or embellished on. 
Now is a good time to take up meditation.  Get comfortable, take a deep breath and relax.  There are many videos and 

apps that can help if you are unfamiliar with how to meditate. 
Reach out for help when you need it.  There are crisis lines that you can call if you need to talk to someone immediately.  

Many insurers are also offering telehealth services. 
 
While the TBA offices have been closed, our online synagogue exposure has been rather extraordinary.  As you know, we 
have had our Shabbat services online since “Stay at Home” began.  The first Shabbat, our service on Facebook reached 
20,342 people across the country with 2,188 watching all the way through.  The most viewers were from CA, then Texas, 
then Florida.  This past week, between both services, we reached over 43,000 with over 5,000 people watching it through. 
The largest viewership was from CA, with Texas second & New York third. 
 
Our Torah study classes, now online, have quadrupled in number of participants.  We are really pleased to see that people 
are tuning in to continue to nurture their spiritual sides. 
 
As other small businesses around the country, we have had to make the difficult decision to furlough staff & are making 
great efforts (thank you, Harvey Kale!) to secure funding through the Payment Protection Program.  Although you likely 
have different charitable priorities if you are in a position to donate, we would be truly grateful for donations of any 
amount to the Temple Beth Ami. 
 
I’d like to take a moment to thank our wonderful volunteers who have delivered challahs or meals for Pesach.  Special 
thanks to the irreplaceable Tracy Blazer for coordinating these events and to Harvey Kale, the Cogan Family & the many 
others who helped with the deliveries.  A special shout-out to the wonderful Petri family for donating challahs last week for 
TBA families.  We are really grateful for the spirit of volunteerism, especially now. 
 
My favorite line describing this pandemic experience is that there will be a beginning, a middle and an end.  So, here is look-
ing forward to seeing you all soon on the other side… 
 
B’Shalom, 
 
- Lori Litel 
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Shalom! 

As we continue to bring our lives into a virtual reality, we have shifted our school to an online and Zoom 
format!  We had a Zoom Model Seder for Passover and our kids have met online with the rabbi and their 
teachers. The kids have been using a program called Ji Tap to learn many different topics as well as to 
keep up on their Hebrew progress.  

We will be celebrating Zayin Graduation and Teacher Appreciation with a Zoom Shabbat on Friday, June 5th. At this time, 
we will join in the joyous milestone of our students and the continued appreciation we have for our TBA educators. Please 
join us for an interactive Shabbat. 

I am again, very grateful for the opportunity to bring educational opportunities to our youth both at our synagogue and 
online. We will be launching a fantastic program for the 2020-2021 school year that we know will be engaging and relevant 
to our students and families. Details will be coming soon! 

 

L’hitraot, 
 
Jennifer Twitchell 

TBA Education Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Religious School 
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Well, we have made some adjustments to our calendar these last weeks and going forward. 

Our Women’s Retreat has been moved to September and so we hope those who could not 
make April can join us then. We will be in Frazier Park September 11th-13th and this will allow us to 
study and prepare for the High Holidays. 

Also we are working on renovating the ladies bathroom so if anyone would like to help with this 
please let me know. 

Many ladies are enjoying playing Maj Jong on line so please contact me if you would like to join some games. Our other 
event for April was a Spa and Wellness Day which we will have this summer and I am sure we will all appreciate it then.   

Please let us know if anyone is in need of help and support during this time. 

Sisterhood is here for you!!! 
 

Tracy Blazer 

Sisterhood President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sisterhood 

SISTERHOOD PURPOSE & BOARD: 

The purpose of Sisterhood at TBA is to have a group of women that come together and support one another while also participating in a 

variety of programs of choice. In doing so, Sisterhood supports the community of Temple Beth Ami along with a generous financial dona-

tion at the end of each fiscal year. 

SISTERHOOD MEMBERSHIP INFO: 

Thank you to all of you that have either joined or renewed your Sisterhood membership for 2019-2020 Memberships are being received as 

of August 15, 2019. All new TBA members are automatic members of Sisterhood for their first year – free of charge and are encouraged to 

attend all Sisterhood functions. Please contact sisterhood@templebethami.org 

 

SISTERHOOD BOARD: 

President—Tracy Blazer, Past President—Judith Stolnitz, Secretary—Donna Casey, 

Treasurer— Judith Stolnitz, Trustees-at-Large—Nancy Lepore, Jennifer Twitchell, Doreen Hawbecker, 

 

Communications: Facebook Postings—Joyce Stein, Website—Susie Unkeless 

Sisterhood’s website:  www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html (*PayPal here too) 

Sisterhood updates: www.templebethami.org/sisterhood-updates.html 

Sisterhood’s email: sisterhood@templebethami.org. 

Please go to Sisterhood Updates page on the website for forms and event flyers! 
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For more information about these and other Sisterhood events, visit the website at: 

http://www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html 
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Are you missing from these lists? Call the Office to update your records. 661.255.6410 

4-June Keith Pritsker 

5-June John Lepore 

6-June Pete Slabich 

8-June Nancy Lepore 

15-June Jessica Shlager 

20-June Mike Maliniak 

20-June Mark Stolnitz 

22-June Harvey Kale 

23-June Sherrie Vines 

23-June Robert Vines 

18-Jun Brett & Cory Watson 

19-Jun Irene & Frank Saltzman 

25-Jun Courtney & Keith Jacobs 

28-Jun Jessica & Kurt Shalger 

29-Jun Heather & Adam Sarkin 

30-Jun Harriett & Joseph Merjan  

1-May Cami Schoenwetter 

3-May Brandon DeVore 

11-May Daniel Azani 

11-May Tracy Blazer 

11-May Sandy Sheftz 

12-May Suzanne Levine 

16-May Alan Lasky 

16-May Martin Solomon 

18-May Allison Hershenson 

21-May Cory Watson 

24-May Lauren Swartz 

30-May Frank Saltzman 

30-May Michael Goodman 

23-May Debra and Greg Jelin 

24-May Pete and Rena Slabich 

25-May Daniel and Suzanne Levine 

28-May Robert and Jan Swartz 
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Is a loved one missing from our Yahrzeit list? Call the Office to update your records. 661.255.6410 

Connie Christensen 

Larry George, Sr 

Marvin Pearlman 

Betty Kaufman 

Robert Finkel 

Kenneth Schwartz 

Marshal Melnick 

Robert Garek 

Gertrude Diamond 

James Van Winkle 

Ceil Monheim 

Dorthea Marcus 

Marion Ludwig 

Sonia Wolf 

Nicole Rosenthal 

Eleanor Abrams 

Anne Arnold 

Krana Brill 

Adler Morty 

Imre Bohn 

Miki Bohn 

Carole Elzer 

Arnold Weinstein 

Max Blum 

Henry Cohen 

Elaine Stein 

Max Thau 

Renee Kleinfeld 

William Amitin 

Harold Greenfield 

Kenneth Wisner 

Stanley Goldflam 

Louis Gottschalk 

1-May 

3-May 

4-May 

6-May 

7-May 

10-May 

10-May 

11-May 

12-May 

12-May 

13-May 

13-May 

14-May 

18-May 

18-May 

19-May 

19-May 

19-May 

20-May 

20-May 

21-May 

23-May 

23-May 

24-May 

26-May 

26-May 

27-May 

27-May 

28-May 

28-May 

29-May 

29-May 

29-May 

30-May 

31-May 

1-June 

1-June 

2-June 

2-June 

3-June 

4-June 

5-June 

5-June 

8-June 

8-June 

11-June 

11-June 

12-June 

12-June 

13-June 

13-June 

14-June 

14-June 

15-June 

15-June 

15-June 

17-June 

17-June 

18-June 

19-June 

20-June 

21-June 

22-June 

23-June 

23-June 

26-June 

27-June 

27-June 

Shirley Sparr 

Sybil Lipson 

Hilda Kitay 

Ella Thau 

Anna Rosenberg 

Issac Rensin 

Philip  Roscoe 

Bryan Cohen 

Marta Bratslavsky 

Sarah Akin 

Anne Suffin 

Mureil Walker 

Lillian Ashley 

Philip Thau 

Nettie Berkson 

Allan Fleischman 

Hersh Skura 

Furnum Wolf 

Alma Levinson 

Rae Stein 

Stanford Monheim 

Barry Schneider 

Louis Caplan 

Maurice Cogan 

Alfred Ponce 

Lynn Suffin 

Hortense Ellen 

Legrand Vreeken 

Kevin Brill 

Myrna Reder 

Jeannette Levy 

Dave Blazer 

Jeannette Levy 

Judy Weiss 

Henry Scharf 

Yahrzeit 
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