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Spring is in the air, and the  

celebration of Passover (Pesach) which 

begins the evening of April 14,  

ce lebrates  the Exodus of  the  

Israelites from Egypt. The name  

Passover is taken from the Exodus 

story:  During the tenth and ultimate 

plague inflicted on Pharaoh to break his 

w i l l ,  G o d  p a s s e d  o v e r  t h e  

Israelites and struck down only the 

Egyptian firstborn. That night Pharaoh finally agreed to let the 

Israelites go; and ever since then, we gather together on that 

night at our Seder meal to commemorate that time, and to 

contemplate the meaning of freedom. 

 

The central meaning of Passover is liberation, and hence, it is 

also called zeman heiruteinu—the season of our liberation.  

We understand liberation politically—the move from slavery 

to freedom, as well as through spiritual transformation- the 

transition from the idolatry of our ancestors to the religious 

liberation, eventually experienced through the Exodus and 

the giving of law at Sinai.  At the root of both these liberation  

experiences is God. In Judaism's view, slavery draws  

legitimacy from idolatry; democracy is ultimately grounded in 

the God-given dignity of every human being on the other 

hand, Totalitarianism, the total worship of any human creation 

is the idolatry of our time. The God who created and loves us 

gives us freedom as our right and denies absolute authority 

to all human governments and systems.  

 

Another name for Passover is hag ha-aviv - the holiday of 

Spring.  Following the bleakness of winter, spring marks the 

rebirth of the earth with the bursting forth of green life. 

Pesach is a celebration of rebirth and hope that annually  

reminds us that no matter how terrible our situation, we must 

not lose hope. 

One of our favorite songs during Passover is a litany called 

Dayenu.  This rousing liturgical piece is a list of the miracles 

that God performed from the Egyptian Exodus through the 

restoration of the Israelites in their homeland. 

 

On one level, Dayenu reminds us of the cumulative  

manifested power of God during this experience of liberation, 

but on another it also reminds us that there were stages in 

this historical drama.  Taken further, Dayenu, reminds us that 

even in our own lives we need to take one day at a time. All 

change takes time, and occurs incrementally, a little bit each 

day.  Whether its rehabilitation from illness, recovery from 

addiction or reaching any of our personal goals, we say  

Dayenu after each step - this was a good day and I’ll take it. 

 

However we must never forget our final vision.  We can not 

be trapped being self-congratulatory, and we cannot make 

our steps, our transitory stages, our final stop.  We must  

always remind ourselves that for all our successes, we have 

not completely realized our dreams and that is why the  

laswords of our Seder are always "L'Shana Haba'ah 

B'Yerushalayim - Next Year in Jerusalem.”  Tomorrow will be 

even greater. 

 

 

Rabbi Mark Blazer 

 

 

 

COME SING DAYENU WITH US  – Temple Beth Ami will be 

celebrating a FREE Community Seder the second night of 

Passover, Tuesday night, April 15th at 6 pm.  Led  by Rabbi 

Mark Blazer and Cantor Kenny Ellis.  Call (661) 255-6410 for 

information and reservat ions or  onl ine at: 

www.eventbrite.com/e/santa-clarita-community-seder-free-

tickets-2509100788. 
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One of my favorite holidays of the year is 

Passover.  It’s not only a time to tell the 

story of our freedom from Egypt, but it is 

also a time to gather around the Seder 

table with family and friends. What I 

really love about the Hagaddah is the 

way the story and prayers are  

incorporated with song. The melodies of 

the Seder always remind me of my  

family Seders back in Philadelphia as a child (I hope it  

reminds you of yours, too!) 

 

I also like the foods at Passover. The matzo, charoset,  

gefilte fish, etc. not only give us the taste of Pesach, but 

also, the smell that’s unique to this wonderful holiday. 

This year our TBA Community Seder is taking place on 

Tuesday, April 15th from 6-9 pm at 25718 McBean Parkway, 

I hope you all can join us!  What is special about this year’s 

annual Passover Community Seder is that is FREE!  Rabbi 

Blazer and I will be leading the Seder and Tracy Blazer will 

be doing the catering.  Please sign up either through the  

E-v ite or  by contact ing our  adminis trator  

Catherine (administrator@templebethami.org), so that you 

can reserve your seats for your family and friends and be 

given a reservation ticket. 

 

We could not celebrate Passover without remembering the 

tragedy of the Holocaust. Yom HaShoah is also in April and 

is on Sunday, April 27th. Please don’t forget to light a  

memorial candle and say Kaddish for the six million brothers 

and sisters we lost at that horrible time in our history. 

 

B’shalom, 

Cantor Kenny Ellis 

From The Cantor 

Special Musical Shabbat Themes - Save this Dates 

Our wonderfully talented Cantor Kenny Ellis will be  

presenting every third Friday Night Shabbat Service a special 

musical Shabbat.  Each one is quite entertaining and  

enlightening, so plan on joining us at services on the  

following dates just to hear and sing the following: 

 

Friday, April 11th – Songs of Passover 

Why is this song different from all other songs? There are so 

many wonderful songs in the Hagaddah that we sing at the 

Seder and then there are some you may not have heard yet. 

Don’t miss this service where Cantor Ellis will be doing his 

Passover sing-along. 

Friday, May 9th - Songs of Israel (Independence Day) & 

Mother’s Day 

Yom Ha’atzma’ut is Israel’s Independence Day and we need 

to sing joyous songs to with Israel a Happy 66th Anniversary. 

And we must sing some songs to honor our mothers for 

Mother’s Day. 

 

Friday, June 13th – Beatles Shabbat Service & Father’s Day 

This year is the 50th anniversary of the Beatles first  

appearance on the Ed Sullivan Show. Now we get to hear 

some of their wonderful melodies set to some of our Shabbat 

prayers. And we must sing some songs to honor our fathers 

for Father’s Day, as well. 

To print full size flyer go to: 

http://www.templebethami.org/events.html 
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Now for some big news that I have been waiting to tell you 

for some time now, because the transaction has been  

completed.  I am very proud to say that we have refinanced 

our property. The refinance will save the congregation about 

$9500 annually.  It is my intent, as I promised you during 

High Holidays, to pay down our debt with this  

savings.   Thank you’s are in order for our Treasurer  

Jennifer Ihrig and Dan May.  Dan’s 11th hour expert  

assistance and critical support were essential in seeing the 

transaction through.  Additionally, the refinance could not 

have been completed without the guidance, assistance,  

patience and of course the money of the Bank of Santa 

Clarita whose team worked with us through the long and 

arduous process.   

 

Even though I was not able to attend the event, my sources 

reported to me that the Purim Carnival was a success.  I 

would be remiss if I did not thank Debra Block and her Purim 

committee for a job well done! 

 

Even though we may not see eye to eye all of the time, I 

consider myself a very lucky person to be part of our  

congregation.  As I sit here finishing this article I am  

constantly reminding myself how fortunate I am, we are, to 

have the community we have, the loving family and friends 

that we have, the clergy that we have as well as staff that we 

have.  We really do have a lot to be thankful for during this 

time of Passover… 

 

 

L’Shalom, 

 

 

John Stulman 

President 

 

 

PS.  If you’d like see TBA provide a service or function and 

would like to champion the idea, please let us know. 

Temple Beth Ami.  Three simple words, but put together mean 

so much to so many of us.  Don’t they? 

 

As I started to write this article I was sitting in an airport in 

Phoenix waiting for my connection back to Los Angeles.  Early 

this week I was on the other side of the country attending a 

dear relative’s funeral; a very untimely death.  A young man at 

65 years old.  A man in perfect health, a nice business and a 

wonderful wife and family.  Gone.  Just like that.  No medical 

explanation.  No good reason.  Very sad and tragic. 

 

Although I was family, I had a unique perspective.  I am sure at 

one time or another you have had that experience while  

attending an event, but I really knew very few people.  I was 

able to participate as a family member yet watch everyone as 

an outsider.  What I noticed was how lucky my relative was  

because he had so many family, friends, business associates 

and fellow congregants attend his services.  He was a rich man 

in many ways.  We should all be as fortunate as he. 

 

The Rabbi, a young fellow about 31 years old, did a wonderful 

job for each service, just like our Rabbi Blazer does.   In the 

evening after the services ended I introduced myself to the 

Rabbi.  I told him I was impressed how he handled himself … 

for a 31 year old Rabbi.  We shared a few chuckles.  Naturally, 

I asked him how his congregation was handling the current 

economic environment and he advised that they were having 

the same issues many other congregations were having.  For 

example,  maintaining membership, trying to determine the 

right membership model, how to increase revenue and reduce 

expenses without cutting important programs that affect the 

entire organization and finally how to meet their annual budget. 

I was somewhat surprised because these are the same issues 

TBA is addressing and working through.  Believe this or not, 

based on my conversation with this Rabbi and our own Rabbi, 

TBA is doing a very good job managing itself in many ways 

now, especially, financially.  We are, at this time, within our 

budget and if we all do what we promised we would do at the 

start of the fiscal year, we will end the 2013-2014 fiscal year 

within budget.   

From The President 

HAVURAH 

On May 10, 2014 we are planning a Havurah Havdalah to take place at the Slavitch home, so if you would like to be part of a 

Havurah please contact our administrator Catherine (administrator@templebethami.org)  to let her know you are interested in 

attending.  The Havurah Havdalah is a great way to meet others of our community!  Dinner will be included, so it is appreciated 

that you RSVP as soon as possible. 

Thank you, 

Rena Slavitch, Havurah Coordinator 
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Visit our website for news & events 

Please join Temple Beth Ami this year at its community Seder. Join us for a 

traditional Seder led by Rabbi Mark Blazer and Cantor Kenny Ellis. Fun for 

all the family and a great meal is included. This year we are opening this 

up as a FREE event to the entire community since in the spirit of  

Community we want everyone to feel they have a place to celebrate the 

holiday of Passover. Invite your friends in the community so they can  

experience the warmth that Temple Beth Ami has to offer.  

 

To sign up go to: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/temple-beth-ami-scv-community-seder-

free-tickets-2509100788 

Tuesday, April 15, 2014 from 6:00 PM to 9:00 PM 
Location: 

25718 McBean Parkway 
Valencia, CA 91355 
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 Mission Statement of Temple Beth Ami 
The Purpose of this Reform Congregation shall be to worship G-d, to promote Jewish education and the fundamental principles 
of Judaism, to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people to cultivate love, understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage 

and to encourage community involvement. 

Rabbi - Mark Blazer  
rabbi@templebethami.org 
 
Cantor - Kenny Ellis    
cantor@templebethami.org 
 
Board of Trustees: 
President - John Stulman   
president@templebethami.org 
 
Executive Vice President - Eddie Nathan  
executivevicepresident@templebethami.org 
 
Past President - Daniel Levine 
pastpresident@templebethami.org  
 
Treasurer - Jennifer Ihrig   
treasurer@templebethami.org 
 
Religious and Ritual - Joe Rensin  
religiousandritual@templebethami.org 
 
Facilities Trustee - Bill Schwartz 
facilities@templebethami.org  
 
Membership – Francine G. Van Scoyoc 
membership@templebethami.org 
 
Trustee at large - Rick Kaufman 
 
Trustee at large - Chris Vila 
 
Men's club - Rich Tabach   
mensclub@templebethami.org  
 
Sisterhood - Jennifer Ihrig    
sisterhood@templebethami.org 
 
Havurah Coordinator - Rena Slabich 
Havurah@templebethami.org 
 
 
Judith Stolnitz - Educational Director  
education@templebethami.org 
 
Catherine Szyfer - Administrator   
administrator@templebethami.org 
 
Ofra Naylor - Book keeper   
bookkeeper@templebethami.org 
 
Monthly Newsletters: 
Publisher: Catherine Szyfer 
Editor: Francine G. Van Scoyoc  

Join us for a discussion on Jewish  

Pirates of the Caribbean by Edward 

Kritzler and a pot brunch. 

 

When: Saturday, April 5, 2014 

Time: 10:30 a.m. – 12:00 pm 

Where: At the home of Kathi Studdard 

 

RSVP: Bookclub@templebethami.org 

To print flyer with more information go to: 
http://www.templebethami.org/events.html 

Judaica Shop - New Hours 
Open! 

 
 
Our Judaica Shop now has new 
store hours from 9-3 during the 

week Mondaythrough Friday!  So if you need a gift all 
you have to do is contact either  Catherine our  
administrator, administrator@templebethami.org, or 
Ofra, our bookkeeper, bookkeeper@templebethami.org, 
or by simply calling them and they will be happy to help. 

Mommy & Me 

 
We are starting a new 
Mommy and Me Group to 
meet Friday mornings. 
Please contact Catherine, 
our administrator 

at:  administrator@templebethami.org 
to place your name and child’s age on the Mommy 
and Me group interest list. 
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Shalom! 
 
Important Education News: 
 
Sunday School: 
Sunday School is on vacation from April 6- April 19.  The 
Pesach Seder was March 30. I am sure the kids had fun and 
got to show off their knowledge of Passover. Thank you to all 
the parents who helped put on this annual event. 
 
 Sunday School resumes April 20.  We have a special  
Passover snack for them on that day.  Enjoy your time off and 
come back on the 20th ready to learn!   
 
Hebrew School: 
The Hebrew School Seder is April 3.  The Hebrew School  
students will be on break after the seder.  Classes will  
resume April 17.  We will have a special Passover snack for 
the students for the 17th and 22 as Passover continues 
through Tuesday, April 22. 
 
Watch your eblast and future newsletters for pictures of the 
students.  In May we will celebrate Yom Haatzmaut. Watch for 
more information.  If you need to reach me during the  
v a c a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  u s e  m y 
email: education@templebethami.org.  That will be the fastest 
way to get in touch. 
 
Be safe and enjoy 
 
Judith Stolnitz—Educational director 

Education 

Visit our website for news & events 
www.templebethami.org 

4 sets for $10.00 You can order your copies at the office or fill out an order form . 

 

 
April 4th  6:58 pm 

April 11th 7:03 pm 

April 14th 7:05 pm 

April 18th 7:08 pm 

April 20th 7:10 pm 

April 25th 7:14 pm 
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Membership  

Visit our website for news & events 
www.templebethami.org 

It’s been very enjoyable seeing that we are having weekly 

visitors attending Temple Beth Ami’s Friday Night Shabbat 

Services and we are making sure that they are added to our 

list for the weekly Eblasts and monthly newsletters.  We are 

also seeing what they are interested in when it comes to  

being part of TBA’s Jewish community and following up.  We 

were very surprised and excited to learn that we even had 

many visitors at our Purim Carnival – which was a great  

success!  Many made the remark that they wondered where 

a Jewish community was out here in SCV – and they were 

pleasantly surprised to find TBA - a vibrant Jewish  

community! 

MATZAH AISLE OUTREACH PROGRAM: 

We are proud to announce that as a new member of the Big 

Tent Coalition and through the guidance of their Jewish  

Outreach Institute in NY, Temple Beth Ami is doing an  

outreach program called Matzah Aisle at Ralph’s Stevenson 

Ranch (on 3/23; 3/30 & 4/6) to invite shoppers to have a taste 

of some simple Passover foods and to have the opportunity, 

if they are interested, to learn more about Passover and 

TBA’s Free Community Passover Seder on April 15, 2014. 

However, none of this would be possible if it was not for Marc 

Jacobson, the store manager for Ralph’s Stevenson Ranch, 

who deserves a big thank you and acknowledgment for his 

wonderful attitude.   When Mr. Jacobson was first  

approached with the idea of doing an outreach to the Jewish 

community of SCV, he embraced the idea with open arms 

and was very welcoming.  

He stated that it was apparent to him the difference between 

how the Jewish holidays are supported in SCV from  

Calabasas, where he worked the Ralph’s store for five years 

and immediately stated how much he wanted to work with us 

to do Matzah Aisle.  He immediately stated that he would 

make it happen.  It should be noted that he also holds several 

managerial positions for Ralph’s and can have a lot of  

influence.  He has been extremely supportive and wonderful 

to work with to where the Stevenson  Ranch store is looking 

into even bringing in some more Passover items when it gets 

closer to the holiday (so look for this news in our weekly 

Eblasts).  Ralph’s Stevenson Ranch has their display of 

Passover Foods in the front of the market with a nice variety 

and amount of foods available in a real effort to support the 

Jewish Community in SCV.  Should you appreciate another 

Passover item to be available, please contact me with your 

information and will see what can be done.   I encourage you 

to shop there to show your support and appreciation that 

Ralph’s Stevenson Ranch is making a very strong effort to 

reaching out to support and the presence of the Jewish  

community of SCV.   The collaboration is also being  

advertised through the Signal and SCV’s local KHTS Radio 

Station along with flyers being distributed at COC and some 

retirement communities. 

Appreciation and thank you also goes to Tracy Blazer for her 

tremendous support and guidance in helping make Matzah 

Aisle go forward along with the help of our Administrator 

Catherine who has also been a big help in getting Matzah 

Aisle ready.  

Continue >>>>> 

TBA Poker Tournament 2014 

 

The count down begins. Temple Beth Ami is going ALL IN with it's 
2nd annual poker tournament May 3rd, 2014. 
 
We are looking for a few good volunteers to help Charles Peretz put on a fun night.  
Please email: administrator@templebethami.org if you'd like to help us out.   

Coming up May 3rd, 2014 !!!!! 
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Visit our website for news & events 
www.templebethami.org 

Thank you also to Jennifer Ihrig, Shawn Monheim and Tracy 

for their volunteering to do Matzah Aisle at Ralph’s.  For 

those of you that offered to volunteer your time, your support 

and enthusiasm was very appreciated as well! 

As a result of Matzah Aisle being viewed as a success, we 

are already looking ahead to do another program for the High 

Holidays! 

An interest list is being started so that the Mommy & Me  

program can start up again.  Whether you are a member or 

have been visiting and wanting to be a part of a Jewish 

Mommy & Me group, please contact our administrator  

Catherine (administrator@templebethami.org) so we can 

contact you.  We are seriously hoping to ex0pand Mommy & 

Me and this will depend upon the response we receive from 

you. 

It’s been a pleasure meeting so many new people and seeing 

many you at temple.  Looking forward to see you at our 

FREE Seder on April 15th from 6-9 led by Rabbi Blazer & 

Cantor Kenny Ellis! 

Join the Temple Beth Ami and T.G.I.  

Friday’s for a meal. 

 

When you present this flyer 20% of the 

sales will be given to the Temple Beth Ami.  

By joining us for this meal, you help raise 

money for Activities - all right here in your 

community! 

 
Please go online to print flyer: 

http://www.templebethami.org/events.html 

Tuesday, April 22, 2014 from 11:00am - 11:00pm. 

EAT FOR TBA 
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How Purim was celebrated at Temple Beth Ami! 

 

Purim at Temple Beth Ami proved that we are without a doubt a 

very warm and vibrant Jewish community! We had a great turn 

out at everything – from Friday night services, the Megillah  

Reading on Saturday night and, of course, Sunday’s Purim  

Carnival!   

 

Cantor Kenny Ellis gave a great Friday Night Shabbat service 

with the music of Purim, getting everyone to sing along. 

 

Everyone was so excited about this year’s theme, that Rabbi 

Blazer decided to break his rule of keeping it a secret because 

this year’s theme was Disney!  As a result our turnout was a full 

house! 

 

Megillah Reading: 

Wendy Hersh & Ter Lieberstein did an unbelievably creative job 

in taking this year’s theme Disney and rescripting several favorite 

songs (Hi Ho, Twinkle Twinkle Little Star, Chim Chimney) into a 

musical play of  the Megillah, The Story of Queen Esther!  Their 

talent really made our Megillah Reading come alive!  Many 

thanks goes to both of you!  Of course, the singing talent of Sean 

Goodman as Haman and Joe Rensin as Mordecai (“he’s our 

guy”) & especially their duo was quite entertaining and well done.  

Thanks goes to the rest of the cast:  Rabbi Blazer as the King, 

Carole Maize as the beloved Queen Esther, Debra Block 

(dressed as Pooh) and Cheryl Cogan as the narrators and  

Francine as Queen Vashti.  Please see our pictures showing how 

much fun everyone had! 

P.S.  What will the theme be next year? 

 

Purim Carnival: 

Heard many people say that this year’s Purim Carnival was the 

best we have ever had!  What really made this year so special 

was also the turnout & that was the success!  I do not know how 

many people were exactly at the carnival, but we had a lot of 

members come out with their children and also had several new 

families come and join us who all had a great time! 

Purim celebrations  

Everyone agrees that organizer Debra Block really did do 

a fantastic job!  Of course she had a lot of help, and we 

first have to thank the generous donations which really 

helped make the Carnival a success: 

 

Mad Dog Video 

Kona Ice 

Silver Tunes Entertainment by Graham Silver (who will be 

entertaining at several upcoming TBA bar & bat mitzvahs). 

SVC Slide and Jump 

*TBA’s Sisterhood & Men’s Club 

Ross Hersch – we thank you so much for donating all of 

the food! 

 

Also to our supporters who made donations:  Lawrence 

and Maria Miller, Diane Gilden, Joe Rensin, Eddie &  

Rachel Nathan and last but not least, Brian & Debra Block. 

 

*Of course we need to thank the following volunteers:   

BJ & Rick Kaufman, Nancy Lefko, Sheri Kelton, Francine 

G. Van Scoyoc, Jennifer Ihrig & Rich Tabach; 

Should anyone’s name we left out your help was appreci-

ated and we apologize. 

 

Please see the pictures taken of the Purim Carnival – 

Thank you Adrienne Foldes for the great pictures! 
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More Purim Pictures 
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Sisterhood Happenings  

Visit the sisterhood website for news & events 
http://www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html  

WANT TO JOIN SISTERHOOD AND GET INVOLVED? 
First & please note:  New members of TBA are automatic members of Sisterhood their first year 

being members!  After that you can join at different levels, with basic membership being $36; $54 Sarah; 

$90 Leah & $180 Rachel. 

 

Please contact Membership Trustees:  Gail Silver and Sally Villa through our website,  

sisterhood@templebethami.org.  Sisterhood Officers & Trustees:  Jennifer Ihrig - President, Nancy Lepore 

- Vice President, Oneg and Judaica Shop Administrator, BJ Kaufman -Treasurer, Donna Alvarado Casey 

– Secretary, Communications – Francine G. Van Scoyoc, Programming – Debra Block, Membership -Gail 

Silver & Sally Villa. 

 

“WITHOUT YOU WE ARE ONE WOMAN SHORT!” 

The Art, Wine and Cheese event planned by Debra Block & 

Cheryl Cogan was a big success with approximately 40  

people attending the scenic Monheim home.  Hats are also 

off to Debra Block for also doing a great job with the Purim 

Carnival for the temple in addition to all the successful events 

Debra has planned throughout the year. Thank you Debra for 

all of your hard work! 

 

Judaica Shop has new store hours!  Now open M-F from 9-3 

each day with the assistance of  our Administrator Catherine 

(administrator@templebethami.org) and our bookkeeper Ofra 

(bookkeeper@templbethami.org) or by simply calling them at 

661-255-6410.  This should be a big help for helping you be 

able to pick up a gift for an upcoming life cycle event – or, of 

course, if you are in need of something of an upcoming  

holiday such as a Passover Seder plate!  We have some new 

items beautifully made  and direct from Israel that we  

encourage you to come see!  Thank you Catherine & Ofra! 

With Spring being here, it is now time for nominations at our 

April meeting.   May elections will be held and the results are 

announced in June for Sisterhood.  Further emails within the 

next month or so will follow to request Sisterhood  

participation. 

 

 

P l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  v i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e 

(Sisterhood@templebethami.org) to find our full calendar of 

events, reflected by our flyers and photograph gallery.  We 

provide Friday night Onegs which is appreciated if you sign 

up for on the sisterhood’s website, *Get Well and Sympathy-

Cards and Tree & Water Projects in Israel to acknowledge life 

cycle events.  Sisterhood meetings are on the first Sunday 

of each month starting at 10 am and meet in the Oneg room 

as follows:   April 6, May 4 and June 1. 

 

Jennifer Ihrig, President 

JOIN US FOR THESE APRIL 2014  

April 6th 10:00 am Sisterhood Meeting; Nomina-

tions for officers 

April 6th  3:00pm-6:00pm – Women’s Community 

Seder (more details to follow) 

April 13th  Women’s Torah Study@ TBA in Oneg 

Room from 10:00am-12:00pm. 

 

MAY EVENTS: 

May 4th 10:00 am Sisterhood Meeting 

May 10th 12:30 pm Challah Making. 

May 11th – Happy Mother’s Day! 
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To print out the full size flyers go to: http://www.templebethami.org/events.html  

WOMEN’S COMMUNITY SEDER 

 

This year’s Women’s Community Passover Seder will be taking place on April 6th from 3:00 pm-

6:00 pm at the Valencia Hills Clubhouse, 24060 Oak Valle Drive, Valencia .  Although started by 

Temple Beth Ami, it is CBS’s turn to host and plan the Seder this year. However, much of our own 

talented women are helping out!   Wendy Hersh will lead everyone in song and music for us all to 

enjoy, Rena Slavitch is cooking and Adrienne Foldes will be the photographer!  Although CBS is 

setting up, they have asked that we have a cleanup committee, so please let Jennifer know if you 

want to help with that. 

CHALLAH MAKING CLASS – May 10 – SAVE THE DATE! 

 

Save the date for May 10 at 12:30 when we have a Challah Making Class!  This is a class that 

you can also bring age appropriate children as well to learn how to prepare a Challah!  Especially 

after eating Matzah for a week during Passover, it will be enjoyable to know how to make Challah 

for Friday Night Shabbats! The cost for this class is $8.00 per family. 

 We are looking forwarding to meeting again on the 2nd  

Sunday of April: April 13th from 10:00am-12:00pm when 

leaders Sheryl Melnick & Rosemary Watson will be leading 

our group with the following parsha for Pesach per Rabbi 

Blazer: 

Shabbat hol hamoed :   

Torah Portion: Exodus 33:12 - 34:26 & Numbers 28:19 - 

28:25 

1 :  E x o d u s  3 3 : 1 2 - 1 6  ( 5  p ' s u k i m ) 

2 :  E x o d u s  3 3 : 1 7 - 1 9  ( 3  p ' s u k i m ) 

3 :  E x o d u s  3 3 : 2 0 - 2 3  ( 4  p ' s u k i m ) 

4 :  E x o d u s  3 4 : 1 - 3  ( 3  p ' s u k i m ) 

5 :  E x o d u s  3 4 : 4 - 1 0  ( 7  p ' s u k i m ) 

6 :  E x o d u s  3 4 : 1 1 - 1 7  ( 7  p ' s u k i m ) 

7 :  E x o d u s  3 4 : 1 8 - 2 6  ( 9  p ' s u k i m ) 

maf: Numbers 28:19-25 (7 p'sukim) 

Remember, if you drop off your children for Sunday school 

we encourage you to join us!  In honor and in celebration of 

Mother’s Day we will not be meeting so that you can enjoy 

being with your families! 

 

All meetings are from 10-12 and meet in the Oneg room at 

TBA.  If you have any questions or want further information 

you can ask to contact either Sheryl Melnick or Rosemary 

W a t s o n  t h r o u g h  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t :   

sisterhood@templebethami.org.  

 

SISTERHOOD’S WOMEN’S TORAH STUDY GROUP: 
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Visit the sisterhood website for news & events 
http://www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html  

RECENT SISTERHOOD EVENT:   

 

ART, WINE & CHEESE PARTY 

 

Great success!  Thank you to Cheryl Cogan and Debra Block for  

putting together our first Art, Wine & Cheese Party!  We also have to 

thank our gracious host & hostess Hal & Shawn Monheim for letting 

everyone enjoy their home – and yes a view that everyone noticed 

and could not take their eyes off of!  The event was also supported by 

donation from Trader Joe’s.  Everyone enjoyed their afternoon  

mingling and seeing each other over the tastings of wine and cheese.  

Oh, we have to also thank Debra Block’s husband Brian for helping 

and for Debra doubling as the photographer as well again! 

 

The first artist was TBA member Rea Nagel whose medium was  

watercolors.  She displayed several samples of her artwork and  

explained in great detail how she would use various types of  

watercolor paints in order to get the results in her artwork – beautifully 

done.  Our second artist was Idelle Okman Tyzbir, whose medium is 

to sculpt with metal.  Her pieces of art were magnificent and has done 

work for even Magic Mountain and other temples in Los Angeles.  

Last was also our own temple member Elizabeth Rensin whose love 

for Judaism was well displayed throughout her artwork in her  

paintings and also her beautifully painted Passover Matzah cover and 

tallis painted on silk (really loved what Elizabeth did).  Elizabeth, Rea 

or Idelle can easily be contacted should you be interested in  

purchasing any of these artists’ artwork by contacting Francine 

through Sisterhood. Well, if you did not come to this event – you 

really did miss a wonderful afternoon ;  plan on coming next time! 

 

April, 2014 Sisterhood Happenings 

Francine G. Van Scoyoc, Sisterhood Communications Trustee 
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Yom Hashoah Rememberance 

April 28th is Yom Hashoah, the annual “Holocaust and 

Heroism Remembrance Day” established by Prime Minister 

David Ben-Gurion in 1953. 

 

This year I am asking our Temple Beth Ami family to  

participate in an amazing project taking place in a sixth 

grade classroom at Cairo Elementary School in Illinois.  It 

will take each of you only minutes and will cost literally  

pennies. 

 

The students, led by their teacher Mary Beth Goff, are  

collecting pennies . . . each of which will be dedicated to a 

specific Jewish child who perished in the Holocaust.  The 

students, most of whom are African-American, are learning 

about the ultimate price to be paid when one does nothing 

when faced with hatred.  They are learning the stories of 

the individual children who died so that these children will 

no longer be meaningless numbers. 

 

Here’s a letter that Rabbi Mark received from one of the 

children in Ms. Goff’s class: 

 

“My name is Destiny and I am a student in Cairo, Illinois.  

Our class is doing a Holocaust project and we need your 

help.  Our class watched a documentary of a school who 

(sic) collected paperclips to represent victims of the  

Holocaust.  We are asking you to send a penny with a 

name representing a child victim of the Holocaust.  We  

welcome stories and information about the children.  If you 

do not have a name, we will research one for you.  We are 

compiling a memorial and appreciate your help and support 

with our project.” 

I wasn’t surprised when Rabbi Mark handed me the letter 

and simply said “What do you think?”  As a child survivor of 

the Holocaust myself, this particular project has a deep  

emotional meaning for me.  Of the four children on my 

mother’s side of the family in 1944, I was the only one who 

survived.  My three cousins (ages 3, 7 and 9) all perished in 

the gas chambers of Auschwitz.  I was very moved by the 

idea that this sixth grade class in Cairo, Illinois would create 

a memorial that would include their names, photos and  

perhaps an anecdote or two about them. 

 

Do you have someone you want memorialized in this  

project?  If not, think of the thousands of children whose  

entire families were wiped out and who have no one to  

remember them.  Send your pennies and help bring the 

memory of these children back to life. 

 

Read more on the Facebook page: Pennies as Promise. 

 

Send your donations to: 

Mary Beth Goff 

4201 Sycamore 

Cairo, IL 62914 

 

Thank you so much! 

Erika Schwartz 

Visit our website for news & events 
www.templebethami.org 
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Visit our website for news, photos and events  
http://www.templebethami.org 
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Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Visit our website for news & events 
www.templebethami.org 

First Name Last Name Date  First Name Last Name Date  First Name Last Name Date 

Pam Jaffke 1-Apr  Emily Birken 11-Apr  Erika Schwartz 23-Apr 

Corrie Schoenwetter 1-Apr  Samuel Stulman 11-Apr  Deborah Shlager 23-Apr 

Donna Siegel 1-Apr  Hannah Schatz 13-Apr  Max Cogan 24-Apr 

Jessica Hirsch 1-Apr  Arielle Walker 13-Apr  Steve Goodman 26-Apr 

Emily Sabbah-Twitchell 1-Apr  Robin Bratslavsky 14-Apr  BJ Kaufman 26-Apr 

Marcia Davis 3-Apr  Sydney Bell 14-Apr  Darel Roberts 26-Apr 

Brad Rosenfeld 3-Apr  Julie Roberts 15-Apr  Abigail Baggelaar 26-Apr 

Mark Barton 4-Apr  Joyce Stein 15-Apr  Mark Davis 26-Apr 

John Stulman 4-Apr  Esther Sternin 16-Apr  Irene Saltzman 27-Apr 

Daniel Shlager 5-Apr  Chase Rosenfeld 16-Apr  Kirk Garden 28-Apr 

Jay Barnett 6-Apr  Colby Rosenfeld 16-Apr  Elyssa Gedalje 28-Apr 

Amy Elzer 6-Apr  Roy Fleischman 16-Apr  Brandon Polak 28-Apr 

Allan Fisher 6-Apr  Jonathan Singerman 17-Apr  Jonathan Schaffer 28-Apr 

Daniel Bratslavsky 6-Apr  Ronald Nathan 18-Apr  Susan Fleischman 29-Apr 

Zachary Daniels 7-Apr  Adrienne Witherspoon 18-Apr  Chris Schmitt 29-Apr 

David Tobe 7-Apr  Lexie Sosa 19-Apr  Avery Salin 29-Apr 

Richard Twitchell 8-Apr  Sheryl Madrid 20-Apr  Rachel Nathan 30-Apr 

Luke Brody 8-Apr  Grey Monas 20-Apr  Elan Raber 30-Apr 

Aaron Hann 9-Apr  Kevin Bentley 21-Apr  Ian Cooley/Myerson 30-Apr 

Jessica Maiten 11-Apr  Joel Fox 22-Apr     

First Name Last Name Date 

Hal and Sarah Goldflam 4-Apr 

Leon and Sheryl Melnick 8-Apr 

Jerry and Adrienne Witherspoon 8-Apr 

Larry and Maria Bernstein 20-Apr 

Steven and Amy Elzer 23-Apr 

Richard and Sharon Greenberg 23-Apr 
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Yahrzeits 

  יהי זכרם ברוך

Dec First Dec Last Yahrzeit Date Dec First Dec Last Yahrzeit Date 
Harry Frucht 1-Apr  Arlene Thompson 13-Apr 

Morris Goldstein 1-Apr  Anna Youngwood 13-Apr 

Izzy Hack 1-Apr  Lillian Popowitz 14-Apr 

Gertrude Herman 1-Apr  Eva Rae Adler 15-Apr 

Sadie Kaplan 1-Apr  Esther Tabachnic Hall 15-Apr 

Esther Silver 1-Apr  Eva Silberfine 15-Apr 

Bert Topper 1-Apr  Rachel Gilespie Thomas 18-Apr 

Eleanor Greenfield 3-Apr  Bess Nathan 19-Apr 

Goldie Herman 3-Apr  Minnie Rutkovsky 19-Apr 

Avraham Petrover 3-Apr  Stuart Sherman Tobe 19-Apr 

Abe Katz 4-Apr  Miriam Ellis 20-Apr 

Irving Superfine 4-Apr  Miriam Ellis 20-Apr 

Abe Wykoff 4-Apr  Miriam Ellis 20-Apr 

Herman Zelinka 4-Apr  Jerod Spero 20-Apr 

Herbert Thau 6-Apr  Lillian Katell 21-Apr 

Sanford Walkes 6-Apr  Sarah Saltzman 21-Apr 

Tibor Engel 7-Apr  Morty Trautman 21-Apr 

Mara Lynn Meshel 8-Apr  Wilma Vreeken 21-Apr 

Daisy Balcher 10-Apr  Lorraine Wellonen 21-Apr 

Ann Hausman 10-Apr  Reba Ellis 22-Apr 

Rose Segermeisler 10-Apr  Daniel Goodstein 22-Apr 

Marlene Angelos 11-Apr  Joshua Stein 22-Apr 

Linda Corito Canter 11-Apr  Peter Morris 23-Apr 

Rose Radvanyi 11-Apr  Toby Sachartoff 23-Apr 

Ted T Ross 11-Apr  Harvey Hausman 24-Apr 

Joseph Block 12-Apr  Steven Martin 24-Apr 

Florence Carr 12-Apr  Louis Stern 26-Apr 

Ruth Halpern 12-Apr  Louis Stern 26-Apr 

Steven Horwitz 12-Apr  David Bachner 27-Apr 

Hyman Melnick 12-Apr  Judy Shiffman 27-Apr 

Ruth Kass 13-Apr  Fred Hart 28-Apr 

Jerome Rossoff 13-Apr  Irving Rosen 28-Apr 

Doris Sedloff 13-Apr  Joseph Youngwood 28-Apr 

Evelyne Sher 13-Apr  Louis Mann 29-Apr 

Evelyne Sher 13-Apr  Rodolfo Solis 29-Apr 
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TBA’s Calendar 
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My name is David Aksenfeld.  When I became a Bar Mitzvah, I made a commitment 

to  Walk for Multiple Sclerosis (MS) on Sunday, April 6, 2014, at the Rose Bowl in 

Pasadena.  MS is an unpredictable immune-like disorder that attacks the central  

nervous system, and interrupts the flow of information within the brain.  Challenges 

rage from numbness, pain, walking issues, to blindness, paralysis, and more.  This  

disorder effects 2.3 million people worldwide.  It is thought to occur in people with a 

genetic predisposition, that were then triggered by an outside event, such as having 

had the measles or an Epstein-Barr like virus earlier in life.  The usual age of onset is 

20-40, but can occur earlier or later in life.  The exact cause is still unknown.   

 

To help the National MS Society find treatments, a cure, and prevention (future vaccine), please make a donation, (flat, 

not per mile walked), by going to: 

  

http://main.nationalmssociety.org/site/TR/Walk/CALWalkEvents?px=12778417&pg=personal&fr_id=23128  

a n d  c l i c k  t h e  o r a n g e  b a r  t h a t  s a y s  D o n a t e  t o  D a v i d .    

 

Thank you for your support . 

The Taglit-Birthright Israel program has expanded eligibility for its free 10-day trips to Israel for Jewish young adults ages 18-

26. Teenagers who went on an educational trip to Israel during high school were previously not eligible for Birthright trips, but 

can now participate! 

 

Explore Israel on a Taglit-Birthright Israel: Shorashim-JNF Israel Adventure Trip. Put your name on our JNF Friends and Family 

list and we’ll send you more information as registration begins. Email us at education@jnf.org. 

With Shorashim and JNF you experience the awesome adventure of Israel from the inside, through the eyes and hearts of  

Israeli peers. Travel for 10 days with Israeli friends and staff who share the beauty, excitement and complexities of their country 

with you. 

 

For more information or to sign up, visit israelwithisraelis.com. 


