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The convergence of Chanukah and Thanksgiving 
this year is getting everyone excited. 
Check out the Colbert Report: 

 
www.colbertnation.com/the-colbert-report-
videos/429620/october-08-2013/thanksgiving-
under-attack---hanukkah 

 
Some are calling this rare occurrence 
“Thanksgivukkah,” and there have been a slew of 
recipes, decorations and party suggestions in  
anticipation.  We probably shouldn’t spend too 
much creative energy on the joint celebration  
because it won’t happen again for another 79,000 
years! 

 
Chanukah is a minor holiday in the Jewish  
calendar. Yet, it has assumed a major role in the 
lives of many Jews.  
 
One reason is that it stresses how a few highly 
motivated patriots were able to overcome the  
superior forces of a tyrant. Chanukah teaches us 
that spirit can triumph over force; that deeply felt 
principles can overcome mighty armies. In the 
words of the Prophet Zechariah which we read 
during Chanukah, “Not by armies and not by might 
but by My spirit.” Jews have always maintained 
this belief; had they done otherwise, we would 
have disappeared long ago.  

 
Second, Chanukah reinforces the notion of  
pluralism: that each faith and creed has the  
sacred right to be different, to uphold its own  
ideals and principles, and to serve God in its own 
unique way.  Hellenism sought to homogenize all 
faiths and cultures; the Maccabees succeeded in 
battling for the right to uphold Judaism in a world 
of paganism and to swim against the popular tide.  
 
Finally, Chanukah emphasizes the lesson that out 
of darkness can come light. We have never  
surrendered to the dark night of hopelessness and 
despair whether in our national history or in our 
personal lives. To the contrary: we have always 
been strengthened by men and women who were 
ready to kindle the lamps of faith and hope. 

The greatest ritual connected to Chanukah is 
lighting the menorah or hanukiyah, each night for 
eight successive nights as dusk falls. Many  
people also eat potato pancakes or latkes fried in 
oil, while others prefer doughnuts.  These foods 
also recall the miracle of the olive oil that lasted 
eight days.  It is also an old Chanukah custom to 
play dreidel.  
  
And then there are gifts.  While this is a modern 
addition to the holiday, let’s face it, the  
commercialization of Chanukah has succeeded in 
making the holiday a favorite, especially amongst 
children.  One way we can help to make this less 
about receiving, is by taking on great Chanukah 
gift giving.  Try adopting a great organization like 
OperationGratitude, www.operationgratitude.com,  
started here in the LA area for our US military, or 
help make the holidays specials for soldiers in the 
IDF with www.apackagefromhome.org. 
 
However you choose to celebrate, may you, and 
your entire family be illuminated with the warmth 
of the holidays.  We invite you to join us in  
Temple Beth Ami’s annual Chanukah events:  
 
Monday, Nov. 18, 6 PM: Storytime at the Valencia Library 
Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6 PM: Storytime at the Old Town Newhall 
Library  
Thursday, Nov. 21, 6 PM: Storytime at the Canyon Country 
Library  
Friday, Nov. 29, 7 PM: Don’t miss TBA’s famous Chanukah 
Party and Shabbat Celebration at Temple Beth Ami (featuring 
PASHA/Volunteer Family of the Year Award) 
Saturday, Nov. 30, 6:00 PM: Join us as we light the Steven-
son Ranch Community menorah (Stevenson Ranch Parkway 
and Holmes Place) 
Sunday, Dec. 1, 5 PM: Santa Clarita’s Jewish Community 
Chanukah Party at Westfield’s Valencia Town Center 
Monday, Dec. 2, 12 PM: Chanukah Storytime for Toddlers at 
Barnes & Noble, Valencia 
Monday, Dec. 2, 7 PM: Vodka/Latke at the Blazer’s 
Tuesday, Dec. 3, 7 PM: Chanukah Party and Storytime at 
Barnes & Noble, Valencia. Fun for all ages!  

 
 
 
Happy Thanksgivukkah,  
 
Rabbi Mark Blazer 

Nov 1st  -   5:44 pm 
Nov 8th  -   4:37pm 
Nov 15th -  4:32pm 
Nov 22nd -  4:29pm 
Nov 29th - 4:26pm 

Visit our website for news & events 

www.templebethami.org 
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From The Cantor 
 

Cantor Kenny Ellis 

In the meantime, my “Hanukkah Swings!” cd 

which was rated #1 at Amazon last  

Hanukkah was recently picked up by HSN – 

Home Shopping Network – very exciting!  

 

So, Laura, Adam, Aaron and I wish you and 

your family a very 

Happy  tHANksgivUKKAH !! 

 

B’shalom, 

 

Cantor Kenny Ellis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Cds are available at the gift shop. 

This year we are experiencing the  

convergence of two great holidays at the 

same time. Hanukkah begins on the night 

before Thanksgiving which means that we 

will be lighting the second candle of  

Hanukkah as we sit down for our annual 

turkey dinner. This brings many interest-

ing and weird pictures to my mind –  

Pilgrims spinning the dreidel, Native 

Americans eating latkes – it’s all so 2013. 

Enjoy your turkey and latkesJthis won’t 

be happening again – mark your  

calendars – for another 79,000 years!!!! 

 

Every year, on the evening before  

Thanksgiving, I participate in the Conejo 

Valley Interfaith Association’s Community 

Thanksgiving Service. However, this year I 

was thrilled when they asked me to light the 

first candle on the Menorah at St. Paschal 

Baylon Catholic Community Church in 

Thousand Oaks for the entire community to 

experience. They even made the theme for 

this year “Light” in honor of the two holidays 

coming together. 

Mark Blazer has heavily influenced the Santa 
Clarita Valley’s growing Jewish community, 
having served as Rabbi of Temple Beth Ami 
for more than 12 years. In that time, the  
congregation has grown from about 65  
families to more than 250 families.  
 
“Mark Blazer is a uniquely transcendent figure 
who has the ability to operate among and gain 
support from various groups that are  
traditionally at odds over social, religious, or 
political differences,” said Daniel Levine,  
former president of Temple Beth Ami. “His 
rare form of collaborative-based leadership 
breaks down traditional barriers to success 
and allows for consensus-based progress  
towards a mutually agreeable solution.”  

Blazer helped build and serves on the board 
of Family Promise of Santa Clarita Valley and 
is involved in fundraising efforts, as well.  
 
Blazer leads invocations, including the  
opening of the Old Town Newhall Library, the 
Travelling Vietnam Memorial Wall, Veteran’s 
Day celebrations, Memorial Day and much 
more.  
 
“What makes Mark all the more special is that 
his vision for the future is rooted in a  
fundamentally solid moral code,” Levine said, 
“which commands him to at all times behave 
ethically, with compassion for all and with the 
best interest of the entire Santa Clarita Valley 
community in mind.” 

Mazel Tov to  Rabbi Blazer on being named one of the Most Influential People in the SCV! 
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TBA Leadership List 2013 

 
Rabbi - Mark Blazer  
rabbi@templebethami.org 
 
Cantor - Kenny Ellis    
cantor@templebethami.org 
 
President - John Stulman   
president@templebethami.org 
 
Executive Vice President - Eddie Nathan  
executivevicepresident@templebethami.org 
 
Treasurer - Jennifer Ihrig   
treasurer@templebethami.org 
 
Religious and Ritual - Joe Rensin  
religiousandritual@templebethami.org 
 
Membership – Doreen Hawbecker  
membership@templebethami.org 
 
Men's club - Rich Tabach   
mensclub@templebethami.org  
 
Sisterhood - Jennifer Ihrig    
sisterhood@templebethami.org 
 
Educational Director - Judith Stolnitz   
education@templebethami.org 
 
Facilities Trustee -Bill Schwartz 
facilities@templebethami.org  

Mission Statement for Temple Beth Ami  
The purpose of the Reform Congregation shall be to worship  

G-d, to promote Jewish education, to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people, to cultivate love,  
understanding, and enjoyment of our Jewish heritage and to encourage community involvement.  

Thank you to the new members for joining TBA and a very 
big thank you to all our continuing members. Without all of 
you we would not be the vibrant community that we are! 
 
Shalom, 
Doreen Hawbecker 
Membership Trustee 
 

Membership 

TBA's staff 
 

Catherine Szyfer - Administrator   
administrator@templebethami.org 

 
Ofra Naylor - Book keeper   

bookkeeper@templebethami.org 
 

Monthly Newsletters: 
 

Publisher: Catherine Szyfer 
 

Editor: Francine G. Van Scoyoc  

We want to thank our October guests in the TBA  
Distinguished Author Series: 
*Norma Yaeger for sharing her inspiring life story 
and   and the reasons she wrote:Breaking Down 
the Walls 
 
*Lee & Joyce Shulman for sharing their  
experience and wisdom in creating healthy  
relationships and discussing their insightful and 
pragmatic book “I Do....Again: The Renewable  
Relationship” 
 
We look forward to the soon to be announced 
next guests in the TBA Distinguished Author  
Series. 
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From The President 
John Stulman  

EAT FOR TBA 
 

Tuesday November 19th 

5:00pm—10:00pm 

24320 Town Center Dr, Valencia, CA 91355  

 
Go online to print the flyer: 

http://www.templebethami.org/flyers.html  

 

Santa Clarita:  we all migrated here, whether for housing, 
schools or just to get away from the larger city or some 
combination of the above.  It’s a wonderful place to live and 
raise a family.  Lots of outdoor space, fair weather, plenty 
of arts and entertainment, good food, and great schools.   
I t  r e a l l y  i s  a  n i c e  c o m m u n i t y .   
 
For one reason or another, we all found our way to Temple 

Beth Ami.  Another very nice community; our community.   

I am constantly reminded of the special community we 

have and how proud I am to be member of it.  Family  

Promise, Box City, meals for members and non-members 

who are in need of assistance, donations to the Food  

Pantry, Los Angeles Soup Kitchen, minyans for shivas and 

much more.  For a small congregation we have the ability 

to have an effect on so many lives inside and outside of our 

TBA community.  If you are one of the people who  

volunteer I know that you get it.  There are so many ways 

to help out your fellow citizens and it’s a great reminder of 

how good we really have it.  If you want to be someone that 

gives back, just let us know.   

If you are interested in seeing how TBA functions and 
would like an inside, up close and personal view, please 
join us for the next board of trustee’s meeting Thursday, 
November 7th, 7pm at TBA.  I welcome every member to 
attend the meeting to witness that we are doing, what we 
should be doing, and that your trust in us is not misplaced. 
 
On a final note for this month, I would like to thank Ofra and 
Cathy.  I am very proud of each of them because they are 
the gears of our back office that keep your synagogue  
operating smoothly.  We are very fortunate to have them on 
our team. 
 
As always, if you have any questions, concerns or  
s u g g e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  
president@templebethami.org. 
 

John Stulman 
President 
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Religious School 

Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday.  It is the most “Jewish” of 
the secular holidays.  I am thankful for the opportunity to work 
with your children, whether one on one or through the classes 
as a group.  I am thankful for the teachers in our program.  As 
a small synagogue Religious school, we work hard to be able 
to provide your children with high quality teaching well  
beyond our “size” expectations.  Thank you, parents and 
grandparents, for making a commitment to your children's 
Jewish education and to our synagogue.    
 
In Religious school news, we have had a successful start with 
our Teen Havurah.  The students enjoyed being with each 
other and are making some plans to make the rest of the  
sessions fun, meaningful and together.  If you know an 8th or 
9th grader, member or not, who would like to be part of the 
group, or simply come check it out, please contact me: 
(judith.stolnitz@templebethami.org). Our November meeting 
is Sunday the 24th at 4:30 p.m. -- just before Hanukkah. 
 
The classes are now picking various group mitzvah  
projects.  The Dalet (4th grade) class will be making lunches 
for the Homeless Shelter and the Vav (6th grade) is going to 
hold a toy drive (and have hot chocolate).  The Zayen  
students are picking their Mitzvah projects for their B'nai  
Mitzvah and have the privilege of participating in special  
Holiday mitzvot at the synagogue (decorating the Sukkah 
was the most recent). The Hey (5th grade) class is learning 
about Israel and will put that knowledge to work for our  
community sometime this Spring.  Our Sunday school  
students continue to collect change for charities they will vote 
on, as well as bring in non-perishable items for the SCV Food 
pantry. 

As always, we have important reminders:  School is 4:15-
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays, and 9:00-10:30 
a.m. on Sundays.  Please try and arrive on time for drop off 
and pick up.  As it gets dark, please keep your eyes open in 
the parking lot.  There are a lot of children trying to get home 
for dinner.  Parents should park or pull all the way around the 
buildings to avoid blocking Hilse Lane.  Remember our 
neighbors. 
 
Sunday school parents should please, please, please  
remember to sign your children in and out.  Also, make sure 
you have turned in up-to-date paperwork.  (This goes for  
Hebrew School as well).  Emergency contact, allergy/health 
concerns as well as any educational concerns are as  
important to share with Religious School as your “Regular” 
school.  
 
For the students: Remember a snack and jacket. Don't run 
into the parking lot. Wait for a parent to sign you out if you 
come on Sundays, practice your kindness and respect in the 
classrooms and on the playground.  We are a community and 
have a responsibility for each other. 

 
 
 
Judith Stolnitz 
Education Director 

SUKKOT 2013 

Temple Beth Ami is currently looking for a few good  
writers to report on TBA events and activities.  
No age limit required.    
If you think you have what it takes to be a TBA "reporter 
at large" contact the publisher for more information at 
administrator@templebethami.org 

Want to be a reporter? 
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TBA Golf Classic IV  

On Sunday October 20th we had the fourth annual TBA Golf 
Classic. 
  
The weather was delightful and the spirits were high for this 
yearly event.  We had 28 golfers who fought the greens in a 
battle for the lowest score.  Congratulations to the team of 
Eddie Nathan, Mike Schoenwetter, Charles Peretz, and Ken 
Semko (Ken also won first place in the first annual TBA Golf 
Classic as well), who beat everyone for first place with a 
score of 64!  Second place went to the team of Dan Sterkel, 
Mike Bjorkman, Adam Mann, and Dakota Mann with a score 
65, just barely missing first place.  Third place went to Rick 
Kaufman, Michael Smithson, Joe Rensin, and Cory Frons 
almost with an even score. 
  
The putting contest this year was won by Steven Hamburger 
in a tie breaker.  Michael Smithson took home the prize for 
closest to the pin and Ken Alvarado won the longest drive 
contest. 
  
Afterwards everyone treated themselves to some yummy 
appetizers and a wonderful barbeque spread of food. Thank 
you to Elkins Ranch for providing such a wonderful venue 
for this year's tournament. 

There are so many people to thank for this event starting 
with those who helped donate prizes, food and volunteering 
at the course.  Thank you to Donna and Garrett Casey for 
securing Corner Bakery, wonderful raffle prizes, and a  
foursome of their family.  Thank you to Jeff Stein who  
always helps out at this event. 
  
Thank you to all our sponsors this year that made this a 
memorable event: 

Nissan of Valencia  
Snow Orthodontics 
Allegent, LLC CPA's 
Unipest 
Sports Clips 
Image 2000 
Strategic Partners 
Brokerintrust 
SBR Roofing 
Corner Bakery, and  
All American Real Estate Services. 
 

This year’s event raised over $3,800.00 for Temple Beth 
Ami so thank you for your contribution. 
  
Until next year I bid you adieu! 
 
 
 
Rick Kaufman 
Golf Chairperson 
TBA Golf Classic IV  

Temple Beth Ami  - Spreading The Light of Chanukah 

November Events 

C HANUKAH S TORYTIM E 

AT  S C V  LIBRARIES  
 

Monday, Nov. 18, 6 PM: Valencia  

Library Tuesday, Nov. 19, 6 PM: Old 

Town Newhall Library Thursday, Nov. 21, 

6 PM: Canyon Country Library 

 

Chanukah stories with music from 

Wendee will be followed by  

refreshments. 

Shabbat  Service 

Chanukah Party & Presenta-

tion of PASHA Award 
 
 

Friday Night, Nov. 

29th, 8:00 PM 
 

Join us  as  we  bring in Shabbat 

with holiday spirit. A  rousing 

service featuring Chanukah music 

and our annual award for  a  

special volunteer and family. 

 
To download the flyer with all the events 

go to: 
http://www.templebethami.org/flyers.html  
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Visit our website for news, photos and events  
http://www.templebethami.org 



 

 

November Newsletter 2013                                Temple Beth Ami                                             Page 8 of 18                               

Oneg News 

 
 
Why is an Oneg important to have? It is a chance to  
celebrate Shabbat. It is also a chance for you to see people 
you don’t ordinarily see during the week. It is a stress free 
time to schmooze. It is an opportunity to welcome new  
people to our synagogue. 
 
Sisterhood is financially responsible for the Temple Onegs, 
including the Onegs for the High Holidays. We not only  
supply food and drink but replace all supplies including 
trays, pitchers, etc. 
 
In order to maintain the improved quality of the Onegs we 
need your help. There are two ways you can be part of  
helping with Onegs. 
 
First, expanding the number of people who assist with the 
Onegs is a necessity. You DO NOT have to be a sisterhood 
member (though we hope you will be) to lend a hand. A 
schedule has been set up at SignUpGenius for Oneg  
signups. Sign up for one or more services. Your efforts will 
be appreciated more than you know. 
 
Do you want to celebrate a special occasion or milestone in 
your family (i.e., birthday, anniversary, graduation, special 
awards, etc.)? Make a donation to Onegs!  Any amount will 
help defray the cost for an Oneg and all donors will be listed 
in the temple newsletter in appreciation of your donation.  
Thank you. 
 
Please see the form in the newsletter or at the temple. 
 
Any questions, please contact Jennifer or Nancy at  
sisterhood@templebethami.org 

 
THE SCAVENGER HUNT!!   For those of you who have not  been on one of our scavenger hunts  don't worry, we won't be 
bothering our neighbors for a paperclip! 
   
This has been a lot of fun in the past and everyone has a great time. It's a good time to meet temple members, make new 
f r i e n d s ,  s e e  o l d  f r i e n d s ,  s c h m o o z e  a n d  h a v e  a  b l a s t ! 
 
The date is March 22, 2014, so mark those calendars now! 
Also, if you would like to be on the planning committee, please contact Lori Garden at: lorigarden@att.net.   
 
 
 

Scavenger Hunt 
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Sisterhood Happenings  

Our new year for Sisterhood is moving along quite 

nicely as we have already had two successful events: Lombardi 

Ranch Fundraiser and the Sisterhood Luncheon Tea (please 

see details below).  We encourage you to go to our photo  

gallery to see the recent photographs taken by our very  

talented Programming Trustee and photographer Debra Block!  

Also, when you go to the Sisterhood website, sister-

hood@templebethami.org, you will be able to obtain more  

detailed information and obtain copies of all flyers for all  

upcoming events along with the ongoing programs which we 

provide:  Friday night Oneg (see separate article in this  

newsletter), *Get Well and Sympathy Cards, Tree & Water  

Projects in Israel to acknowledge life cycle events and 

Women’s Torah Study (meets third Saturday of each month, 

10-12 in the Oneg Room).  

 

Next. first and foremost, we want to welcome the following new 

members that joined Sisterhood at the Tea: Karen Barnett, 

Susan Kodel, Marnie Kodel and Mildred Wolf!  Thank you 

for joining! 

 

SAVE THESE DATES:   

Girl’s Night Out:  November 17, 2013, 6-9 pm 

Hosted by Maria Miller at the Promenade Town Center 

Clubhouse 

(RSVP by November 10) 

 

Annual Sisterhood Hanukkah & White Elephant Party:  

December 7, 2013, 6:30-9:30 pm 

Hosted and at the home of Cassandra Azani. 

(RSVP by November 25) 

 

 Sympathy & Get Well Cards & Life Cycle Events 
The Sisterhood sends out sympathy cards as well as get well cards for those who are hospitalized, have had surgery or are  

seriously ill (we only need the person’s name and address).  In addition, life cycle events can be acknowledged by participating 

in Israel’s Tree & Water Project (form to be obtained from the Sisterhood website).  Please contact Hedy Greenfield via the  

Sisterhood Contact Page with your information for these programs. 

Visit the Sisterhood website for news, photos and events  
http://www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html  

GIRL’S NIGHT OUT – NOVEMBER 17, 2013, 6-9 pm is  

being hosted by new member Maria Miller at her  

Promenade Town Center Clubhouse. We should have a 

very enjoyable time watching the movie “The Heat” with  

Sandra Bullock & Melissa McCarthy, being that it has a  

reputation of being full of a lot of laughs! Sisterhood members 

& new members of TBA can enjoy this event for FREE, while 

non-members can also attend by paying $10 at the door, 

unless you decide to become a Sisterhood member for $36! 

However, there are only 22 seats in the movie room we are 

using, so please RSVP asap by November 10th to  

sisterhood@templebethami.org and see the flyer in this 

newsletter which will have directions to the clubhouse.  

Stonefire salads, snacks and refreshments will be provided.  A 

perfect event and venue for relaxing right before this year’s 

rushed Thanksgivukkah season! 

 

HANUKKAH PARTY – ANNUAL POTLUCK DINNER & 

WHITE ELEPHANT PARTY, 

DECEMBER 7, 2013, 6:30-9:30 p.m. will be hosted by  

Cassandra Azani at her home.  We have a lot fun with this 

annual holiday event, especially with the White Elephant gift 

exchange and massages being available for up to 10 minutes!  

Again, this event will be event will be FREE to all members 

and new TBA members who RSVP by November 25 to either 

sisterhood@templebethami.org or on Sisterhood’s Facebook, 

while non-members and for those that show up at the door can 

attend for $10 (although you could join sisterhood and this 

could be free). Please see the flyer for all the details regarding 

this fun event.  When you RSVP you will then be given  

Cassandra’s address to her home and our potluck sign up will 

be going out via email for you to inform us what you will be 

bringing! 
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Sisterhood Happenings  

RECENT SISTERHOOD EVENTS: 

 

Lombardi Ranch Fundraiser 

Past President Lori Garden did an amazing job organizing 

our Lombardi Ranch Bake Sale for Lombardi Ranch's 

Opening Day on Sunday September 27, 2013, and Debra 

Block took some amazing pictures. We ask that you go to our 

photo gallery here to enjoy viewing the pictures.  Our  

President Jennifer Ihrig was even interviewed by Santa 

Clarita's local TV station!  What made this fundraiser so  

successful was that the women who baked went all out 

(baking as many as 20 dozen cookies or loaves of bread!) and 

were very crafty and creative offering a wide variety of baked 

good (our new TBA Administrator Catherine even made gluten 

free cookies) for Lombardi Ranch attendees to purchase, 

thus bringing in approximately $700 in sales!  However, the 

best part of the bake sale was that everyone that participated 

had a great time working the booth and being together.  A big 

thank you goes to all of our bakers! Sisterhood wants each of 

you to know that all of your hard work was very appreciated: 

Lori Garden and daughter Brianna, Shari Morgan, Rena 

Slavitch, Glori Stulman, Jennifer Ihrig and Ashley Tabach, 

Debra Block, Marina Eick, Maria Miller, Joanie Thau, Cheryl 

Cogan, Nancy Lepore, Shawn Monheim, Judith Stolnitz,  

Catherine Szyfer (our TBA Administrator) and Francine G. Van 

Scoyoc.  (If there is someone's name that was not mentioned, 

please let us know and please accept our apologies.) We look 

forward to next year's fundraising opportunity at Lombardi 

Ranch, and we look forward to more of you baking and being 

a part of this great fundraiser! 

 

SISTERHOOD LUNCHEON TEA 

Our tea was a great success thanks to the efforts of  

Programming Chair Debra Block (and who is also a very 

good event photographer)!  The luncheon tea took place 

on October 6, 2013 from 12:30-3:30 pm at Gayle's Perks of 

Northridge. The purpose of the annual Tea is to honor and 

celebrate our members and to let them know we appreciate 

their membership and their being a part of TBA's Sisterhood. 

A warm welcome goes to four women that joined at the 

Tea:  Karen Barnett, Susan Kodel, Marnie Kodel, and  

Mildred Wolf who joined the day of the tea!   

 

During the tea we honored those who have joined at higher 

levels as follows (*and a new member): 

2012-2013 Higher Level Members:   

Sarah Level memberships:  Hedy Greenfield, Karen  

Kaplan, Shawn Monheim, Shari Morgan and Esther 

Sternin.  Leah Level membership:  Doreen Hawbecker.  

Rachel Level:  *Maria Miller.  

  

2013-2014 Higher Level Members:  Sarah Level  

memberships:  Karen Kaplan, Shari Morgan and Joyce 

Stein.  Rebecca Level Membership:   *Donna Casey  

Alvarado. 

 

We had approximately 28 women attend our new venue that 

worked quite well as everyone seemed to be comfortable and 

had a great time being with their friends. First we enjoyed a 

lovely tea luncheon from Perk's followed by a beautifully  

orchestrated demonstration by CAbi Fashions bringing  

approximately $400+ in sales.  Our raffle was a great surprise 

when $170 in tickets was sold.  The raffle was made up of  

approximately 20 plus items which included a variety of tea 

pots and Bed Bath & Beyond bath/lotion sets, all put together 

by Debra Block's committee:  Glori Stulman, Jennifer Ihrig, 

Maria Miller, Cheryl Cogan, Diane Gilden, Donna Casey  

Alvarado and Francine G. Van Scoyoc. Please go to our  

picture website to enjoy Debra Block's 2013 Sisterhood Tea 

Pictures.   A big thank you to everyone that was a part of our 

Tea! 
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WANT TO JOIN SISTERHOOD AND GET INVOLVED? 

 

Please contact Membership Chairpersons:  Gail Silver and Sally Villa through our website, sisterhood@templebethami.org.  

 

Sisterhood Officers & Trustees:  Jennifer Ihrig - President, Nancy Lepore - Vice President, Oneg and Judaica Shop  

Administrator, BJ Kaufman -Treasurer, Secretary & Communications – Francine G. Van Scoyoc, Programming – Debra Block, 

Membership Gail Silver & Sally Villa. 

 

November, 2013 Sisterhood Happenings 

Francine G. Van Scoyoc, Sisterhood Communications Trustee 

 

“WITHOUT YOU WE ARE ONE WOMAN SHORT!” 

Sisterhood Happenings  

Visit the Sisterhood website for news, photos and events  
http://www.templebethami.org/sisterhood.html  

To download the original flyers go to: 
http://www.templebethami.org/events.html  
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Sisterhood Calendar 
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The Mensch’s Corner 
(Mensch Club News, Blues and Dues) 

Visit the Men’s club website for news, photos and events  
http://www.templebethami.org/mens-club.html 

It’s November and that means HanukkahJ?  I know, crazy 
right?  And to go along with the festival of lights is our yearly 
festival of Football   And dirt.  And injuries, andJyou get it! 
(November 29 @ 3 p.m., Chessbrough Park, 23505 Sunset 
Hills Drive, Valencia.) But we wouldn’t be true Mensches if 
we didn’t do something after football to celebrate that other 
festival.  The lights one.  So, we are gonna go out on the  
football field and get dirty, and grungy, and hurt and have our 
egos bruised, and then we are going to stuff our faces with 
pizza and salad (because we will be sick of turkey) and then 
we are gonna light some candles and give gifts.  Bring a gift 
for the kids and bring Advil for the adults!  Join us at  
Vincenzo’s off Lyons (24504 Lyons Ave., Newhall) right after 
the game. 
 
Then, coming up this year is more Menschiness, including: 
(1) HaHa Havdallah Two, this time at a professional comedy 
place, (2) another outing to our favorite bowling place, (3) 
“Poker – I don’t even know her” for Poker and Mah Jong  joint 
game night with Sisterhood players,  (4) Men’s Club “Man of 
the Year” dinner (this time all are invited), and (5)we will end 
the year with our first ever miniature golf tournament.   

If you have not already joined the Mensch Club, it’s easy to 
do!  Just go to our page on the website and pay through  
Paypal, or you can even give any Mensch Club member a 
check.  $25 gets you into the club and gets you discounts to 
the aforementioned events; $36 makes you legendary (at 
least in my eyes) and gets you free admission to some of the 
events.   
 
Look to next month’s Mensch’s Corner where we will be  
recounting the injuries from the Turkey bowl and have an  
update to the football fantasy league.   
 
(The Mensch Club Corner is solely operated in accordance 
with all Menschy rules and regulations and not to be  
confused with any yogurt confectionary treat.) 
 
 
Rich Tabach 
President  

5th annual TBA Kosher Turkey Bowl 

November 29, starting 2:00pm 
 

Come for any part or all of the day’s events: 

The Game  

After Party  

Shabbat Services 

 
We hope to see you there! 

Please go online for more information and to 

print flyer: 
http://www.templebethami.org/events.html  
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Sports Column 

It is my honor to be typing in ground breaking territory!  These 
very words are now part of history as they are the first words of 
the inaugural Temple Beth Ami Sports Column!   Also, there is 
no better time for this column than now – with two of TBA’s  
biggest sporting events about to lift off: 
 
1)  The Fifth Annual Kosher Turkey Bowl!  
2)  The 2014 Synagogue Softball Season!   
 
And, if I may say so myself, there is no better person to write 
this column than I (or is it meJ.Ok perhaps I am really not the 
best person to write anything – but none the less, here we are 
with you reading this :)), the founder of the TBA Turkey Bowl 
and the new manager of TBA Softball! 
 
Let us start with our beloved Turkey Bowl.  Gosh, do I love  
Turkey! My top three kinds of turkey are: 1) the kind you eat; 2) 
the kind you drink; and 3) the kind you play!   And that my 
friends, in short, is how the Kosher Turkey Bowl was born – out 
of my bloated, hung-over need to get fresh air and exercise!  
So, on Thursday November 28, go forth and gorge yourself on 
a delicious Thanksgiving feast.  Wash it down with some of that 
Wild Turkey and hop in bed feeling no guilt because the next 
day, Friday November 29, you will work it all off and have fun 
with your Men’s Club chums at the 5th Annual Kosher Turkey 
Bowl!  
 
This year’s Kosher Turkey Bowl will be “touch football” (in fact 
the unofficial motto is “Any Touch is a Bad Touch!”).  As in past 
years, the teams will be loosely divided by geographic region 
(East vs. West).  The game is free of charge to all Men’s Club 
members (and of course you can join up right at the game if 
you want) with a suggested $10 donation to non-members.  
You do have to be at least 21 to play, but all ages are welcome 
to come out and cheer us on!  
 
If you show up at the game site -- Chessbrough Park 23505 
Sunset Hills Dr. (on the East side of Valencia) -- about an 
hour early with your children, we will have a touch football 
game just for kids 12 and under!   The main event kicks off 
at 3pm sharp! If you are playing, try and get there at least 30 
minutes early to stretch out (trust me on this).   Players West of 
the 5 Freeway please wear a white shirt, and my teammates 
East of the freeway should wear black shirts (we will have a few 
extra at the game if you forget – no worries).   All skill levels are 
welcome – the game is mostly about having funJbut only one 
team will be engraved on the Sid Luckman Trophy that rests in 
the Men’s Club trophy case located in the TBA Oneg room!  
 
 

After the game, and an optional shower I hope you take :), we 
are going to have a meet up at Vincenzo’s Pizza (24504 Lyons 
Ave., Newhall).  The back room is reserved for us -- just let 
them know you are with Temple Beth Ami!  We will be lighting 
the Hanukah candles together about 6 p.m. – so come on out 
and enjoy the pizza and camaraderie!  After dinner, a bunch of 
us are going to head over to Temple Beth Ami for Friday night 
Shabbat Service which happens to be the once a year  
Hanukkah service when the coveted Pasha award is given 
out!    
 
I really hope to see you at the game, the after-party dinner, or 
the Hanukah service!  If you can’t make it to all of the day’s 
events, that’s ok, come out for what you can!   There is no 
need to RSVP, but if you know you are going to play it would 
be helpful to let us know at mensclub@templebethami.org. 
 
After the Kosher Turkey Bowl wraps up, I will be turning my 
attention to winning glory for TBA on the diamond of Los  
Angeles’ Synagogue Softball League!  Last year TBA was led 
by Captain Chris Villa, who took us rag tag group of  
miscreants and formed us into a respectful team who were in 
playoff contention to the end!   
 
My general plan is to build on the wonderful work Chris has 
already done with the following priorities: 
  

• Camaraderie - let’s have fun – before, during, and after 
the game.   We will have bagel meet ups before games and 
casual lunches after (those aren’t mandatory by the way – but 
all teammates are invited). 
• Sportsmanship – I want you to be able to bring your kids 
to the game.  Of course, we will play hard but we will always 
play respectful.  Zero tolerance on bad sportsmanship boys – 
if you know you have a trigger temper and like to drop lots of 
F-bombs on the world – this isn’t the team for you! 
• Competitive Ball!  Coach Chris has done a great job of 
taking us from a rag tag group of individuals to a team on the 
brink of the playoffs!  Time to take to the next set!  Some ideas 
I have for “enhanced practices” include fun drills, hitting the 
batting cages as a group, etc. 
• Social Activism – The team will commit to positive social  

activism.  After all, we represent Temple Beth Ami and  
everything TBA stands for – including volunteering as a 
group to help out around TBA and TBA sponsored  
projects. 

  
If what I wrote sounds like the kind of team you want to be part 
of, please drop me an email so I can keep you updated as we 
progress towards the start of the season.  I envision our first 
practice sometime in early December.  
 
Daniel Levine is our congregation’s Immediate Past President 
who can be reached at levinexy@yahoo.com.  Daniel is an 
avid “Tweeter” - tweeting under the handle “Attractive  
Nuisance” @AttractiveNuis.  
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Birthdays 

Anniversaries 

Name Date 

Cheryl and Donald Cogan 4-Nov 

Kenny and Laura Ellis 14-Nov 

Brad and Doreen Rosenfeld 21-Nov 

First Name Last Name Date  First Name Last Name Date 

Gisella Farkas 1-Nov  Eric Solomon 14-Nov 

Sydney Schwartz 1-Nov  Evan Wosk 14-Nov 

Adam Azran 1-Nov  Robert Kayne 14-Nov 

Tyler Barton 2-Nov  Sol Hauptman 15-Nov 

Richard Jaffke 2-Nov  Matias Bullon 16-Nov 

Noah Berent 2-Nov  Robert Van Scoyoc 16-Nov 

Lauryn West 2-Nov  Darien Azani 16-Nov 

Cassandra Azani 3-Nov  Alizah Lipson 16-Nov 

Michael Schoenwetter 4-Nov  Samantha Rosen 17-Nov 

Sean Hawbecker 4-Nov  Matthew Wess 17-Nov 

Talia Shelton 4-Nov  Carol Lutza 17-Nov 

Corina Raffish 5-Nov  Caryn Sanders 17-Nov 

Jake Unkeiess 6-Nov  Rachel Mazorow 17-Nov 

Sharon Eberts 7-Nov  Jordan Steuer 18-Nov 

Larry Bernstein 7-Nov  Steven Shore 18-Nov 

Scott Gershin 7-Nov  Juliet Walker 18-Nov 

Adin Antebi 7-Nov  Laird Mendelson 18-Nov 

Miles Rubin 8-Nov  Zachary Goldflam 18-Nov 

Risa Rubin 8-Nov  Shira Blazer 19-Nov 

Kathi Studden 9-Nov  Tom Robinson 19-Nov 

Chris Vila 9-Nov  Cindy Gershin 20-Nov 

Dena Fromberg 9-Nov  Patrice Steier 21-Nov 

Joseph Peyton 10-Nov  Ethan Dreyfus 22-Nov 

Tyler Weinberg 10-Nov  Lindsay Cooley/Myerson 23-Nov 

Leon Melnick 10-Nov  Kayla Halberstam 23-Nov 

Chris Aaron 11-Nov  Charlie Schneider 23-Nov 

Shari Morgan 12-Nov  Andrea Polak 25-Nov 

Jessie Lifton 13-Nov  Rachel Rappoport 25-Nov 

Abby Tobeck 13-Nov  Sandi Hershenson 25-Nov 

Adam Hersh 13-Nov  David Kelfer 26-Nov 

Isabella Lundeen 13-Nov  Taylor Lundeen 28-Nov 

Jaiden Gershin 14-Nov  Rena Slabich 29-Nov 

Ryan Barnett 14-Nov  Jillian Abreu 30-Nov 
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Yahrzeits 

  יהי זכרם ברוך

Dec Name Yahrzeit Date  Dec Name Yahrzeit Date 

Seymour Abrams 1-Nov  Victor Levy 13-Nov 

Sibyl Cohen 1-Nov  Morton Hirsch 14-Nov 

Elizabeth Hoodkin Schwartz 1-Nov  Dale Meyerhoff 14-Nov 

Bernard Sher 1-Nov  Harold Singer 14-Nov 

James Sutton 1-Nov  Bobby Knafla 15-Nov 

Harry Aron 4-Nov  Judith Maiten 15-Nov 

Meyer Freed 4-Nov  Stanley G. Stulman 16-Nov 

Leibu Simon 5-Nov  Ted Kania 17-Nov 

Sidney Chest 6-Nov  Zbigniew Kania 17-Nov 

Harry Edelman 6-Nov  Samuel Romm 18-Nov 

Ethel Mandel 6-Nov  Abraham Rosenblum 20-Nov 

Rhoda Bibicoff 7-Nov  Leonard Winokur 20-Nov 

Henry Silver 7-Nov  Abraham Katz 22-Nov 

Rosaline Hirsch 8-Nov  Jerome Kuklin 22-Nov 

Harold Kassel 8-Nov  Abraham Bibicoff 25-Nov 

Max Gerber 9-Nov  Irving Goldberg 25-Nov 

Gertrude Nach 9-Nov  Margueiet Schuyler 26-Nov 

Mautice Heller 10-Nov  Ray Balmagia 27-Nov 

Lilian Levine 10-Nov  Stan Caplan 27-Nov 

Bernardo Azani 11-Nov  Jack Davis 27-Nov 

Ruth Goodman 12-Nov  Shirley Eisenberg 28-Nov 

Samuel Ruderman 12-Nov  Herbert Howard 29-Nov 

James Eugene Schuyler 12-Nov  Harold Richter 29-Nov 

Irwin Greenfield 13-Nov  Rosealyn Strauss 29-Nov 

Joe Levinson 13-Nov  Harold Ellis 30-Nov 

   Anne Goldberg 30-Nov 
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TBA’s Calendar 
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Advertise your Business on TBA’s Monthly Newsletters and weekly e-blasts 

For more information contact Catherine: administrator@templebethami.org 

 

 
 

Advertising your business on TBA’s Newsletter 

 
 

 
 

 

Advertising Annual rates 
full page - back page: $1500 

full page: $1200 
1/4 page: $750 

business card size: $300 
 

This ad is 1/4 page 


